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Save the date …

Founders Day Banquet
Celebrating our 106th year

6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 11, Central High School
Our Founders Day Banquet is an annual opportunity for us to
celebrate our volunteers, past and present. This year’s theme
is “Make Your Mark on History.” Doors open at 6 p.m., and the
banquet starts at 6:30 p.m. Central High scool is this year’s
host, and the cost is $16 per person.
Deadline to reserve your spot: Tuesday, Jan. 15.
Contact name: ______________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________
Please print clearly.

Unit: _______________ # Attending ___@$16 each________
Check # ___________________
Make checks payable to SCPTA and include “Founders Day” on
memo line. An email confirmation will be sent to you in lieu of a paper
ticket. Schools are seated according to date of purchase, so purchase early for best seating. Mail order form and check to SCPTA,
Founders Day Banquet, at 1458 E. Chestnut Expressway, Springfield
MO 65802. Tickets may also be purchased in person at the February
Council meeting.

PTA/PTSA Volunteers of the Year
PTA would not exist without its wonderful volunteers. This is the time
to put them in the spotlight! We would like each school to submit the
name of an outstanding PTA volunteer for their school. We do ask,
though, that you submit just volunteer per unit.

The next SCPTA meeting
will be 9:15 a.m. Feb. 6
Each nominated volunteer should answer this question in a sentence
at WOLF—Wonders of Wildlife
or two: “Who or what inspires you most to make your mark on PTA
Choice School Site, 600 W. Sunshine St. history?” Submit the volunteer’s name, quote, a digital photo in JPEG
format for a slide show, and the name of the PTA/PTSA unit and unit
Hope to see you there!
president to bulldogsptsa@gmail.com no later than Jan. 15.
(There will be no January meeting.)

Make your mark on history!

A letter from the president …

Welcome to our December SCPTA meeting at
Pleasant View K-8 School! Thank you to Principal Josh Groves and the PTA & PTSA members at Pleasant View!
Holiday season is upon us and I wish you
all a wonderful time enjoying the sights and
sounds. Once your PTA business is completed with the deadlines for being a unit in good
standing, you can breathe and enjoy your
family and school community!

I am very pleased to have presenting for us
today Dr Alina Lehnert, one of our SPS school
board members, and Bridget Dierks one of the
co-chairs of the Community Task Force for
SPS’s facility plan. Recommendations from
the Task Force were recently approved by the
Springfield Board of Education and will go to the
voters on April 2, 2019. It is my hope to give
our PTA officers and members a chance to ask
questions early on and consider hosting a “community conversation” at your school. The passing of this bond is critical to the future of our
buildings and equity across our district which in
turn affects the education of our children.
Today we are electing our Nominating Committee for council. We need one member from
each of the five SPS High School attendance
areas. The decision of this committee will
affect the future of your unit and council!
This committee needs a variety of people who
are willing to really look at candidates for
their merit, ability, and courage to express
ideas and defend their convictions. Do you
care about PTA and the future of this council?
Could you be of service in this area?
Today we also recognize units who have
worked hard to increase their memberships
this year. Please remember to send your
dues to MOPTA at the first of each month.
Locally, we had a membership campaign
that ended November 20th. Congratulations
to the top four units with more than 30 new
members. Disney, Robberson, Reed and Fremont!!

MOPTA annual convention will be in Springfield this year. April 5-7 at the University
Plaza Hotel. Registration is $100 for the early
bird rate. $60 for students. This covers all
meals and workshops for the weekend.
Principals, please sign up for our annual fundraiser, Major Saver. Campaign dates are March
21st – April 2nd, 2019. This fundraiser provides
funds to the operating budget for SCPTA, the
schools, the units and a bonus to our PTA Clothing Bank for each school who participates. This
is an easy way to support the Clothing Bank.
Founders Day Banquet is soon upon us, February 11, 2019. Central High School PTSA is
hosting this year at Central. Tickets are still
$16 each. Please send your money in soon
to SCPTA / Leslie Norman, 1458 E Chestnut
Expressway, 65802. Tables seat 8. The theme
is Make Your Mark on History. Please choose
your Volunteer of the Year very soon as the
deadline is January 15, 2019.
At the core of a PTA Volunteer is a giving, loving, serving heart. This is ever so prevalent at
the Clothing Bank. The families needing clothes
and shoes have increased tremendously. Our
PTA units and families have been so supportive.
However, as the number of students has increased, the need for volunteers has also. Please
watch the schedule for times you can help.
Remember, we do not have a general council meeting in January. Watch social media
though for news and updates. And officers,
please join SCPTA president’s network, a private group on Facebook established to help all
of our unit officers (not just presidents).
There’s more PTA news to catch up on in this
newsletter. Please get the latest on Reflections and order some cookies from RIF.
Be safe, be well, and have a happy holiday
season!
Becky Volz

Agenda
December 5, 2018

Our hosts:

Pleasant View School

Pleasant View School began serving the needs of children in
the rural area of north Springfield in the early 1890s. The
original structure, known as the Bell View School, was made
of wood and was located one mile southwest of the present
site. The original structure also had a full basement and
kitchen. The current structure was built by WPA in 1940,
measuring 28 by 48 feet. It was moved in 1954 when the first
portion of Pleasant View R-I was built. In 1968, the school
was reorganized into the Springfield District R-XII.
The old one-room schoolhouse, which still stands on the
school grounds, was the community's pride and joy. Although
the old building is no longer in use, Pleasant View remains a
"community" school today. Its history is being shared and reshaped by third and even fourth-generation students, whose
parents, grandparents, and great grandparents provide a
unique core to our population.
In 1990, Pleasant View became the first middle school in the
Springfield Public Schools system. The result of this effort
was the implementation of interdisciplinary teams, common
planning time for teaming, interdisciplinary units, and teacher-developed exploratory courses.
From a one-room school house, to a building with over
82,000 square feet, Pleasant View now comprises nearly 550
students with more than 50 staff members. While it is part of
the largest accredited school district in the state of Missouri,
the students, parents and staff still work hard to maintain
a close, community feel. Student centered and dedicated to
meeting the existing and future needs of our children and
community, Pleasant View continues to build upon its proud
past by displaying a pioneering spirit that has lead us for well
over 100 years.
At Pleasant View K-8 we believe all students can learn, will
learn, and grow as individuals in our community! We are
proud of our community, our families, our students, and our
staff!
Pleasant View PTA and PTSA unit
presidents are Sarah Hough (elementary) and Jennifer Shotwell
(middle school), and their executive teams are Dana Safley, April
Thompson, Greta Barrett, Kim
Jones, and Tina Moore, Shantai
Pohlsander, Stacy Dillard, and
Crystal Davis.

§ Welcome
§ Pledge of Allegiance
§ Pleasant View Principal Josh Groves
§ PTA President Sarah Hough & PTSA
President Jennifer Shotwell
§ Pleasant View Middle School Choir Program
§ Superintendent’s Report – Dr Mike Dawson
§ SCPTA election of Nominating Committee
§ Clothing Bank fundraiser vote
§ Membership Awards – Julia Spiva
§ SPS Facility Plan Presentation/Program
– Donna Petiford
o Dr Alina Lehnert (BOE), Bridget Dierks
(CFO), Josh Groves (CTF member)
§ Sergeant At Arms – Heather Buckner
Adjourn

Principal’s welcome
My name is Josh
Groves. I am blessed to be the principal
of Pleasant View K-8
school.
This is my third year
as the PV principal, my
eighth year in school
leadership, and my
fifteenth year in the
Springfield School
District. I was fortunate
to start my career as
a teacher at Hillcrest
High School, and humbled to serve the Cherokee and Pershing communities as an assistant
principal.
I am married to my best friend, Brittany, who
serves the students and families of Hickory Hills
Middle School as a middle school counselor.
We are so happy to have one son, Parker, who
will be five in March.
I am grateful for the opportunity to work in public education, and to support a school staff that
cares deeply for the students and families that
come through our doors!

Clothing Bank update
The Clothing Bank has had 1,549 student visits so
far this year through Nov. 15, 2018 (compared to last
year, 1,355 through Nov 9, 2017).
The Clothing Bank has given out packages of new
socks and undies to 1,214 students so far this year
through Nov. 15, 2018 (compared to last year, 1,036
students through Nov. 9, 2017 and a total of 1,426
students all year, August 2017 through June 2018).
Additionally, the Clothing Bank has given out 582
coats so far this year through Nov. 15, 2018 (compared to last year, 285 coats through Nov. 9, 2017
and a total of 608 coats all year through April 2018).
We served 170 kids on Nov. 15. We are in desperate
need of volunteers for any amount of time. Units, we
appreciate all your support!

The Missouri PTA Convention is coming to our town April
5-7 at the University Plaza Hotel. Please plan to attend
to help us roll out the red carpet for our visitors! Note that
early-bird registration is $100.

Reflections honors ‘Heroes Around Me’

This is the 50th Anniversary of Reflections,
and the theme is “Heroes Around Me.”

For fifty years, National PTA’s Reflections program has helped students explore their own
thoughts, feelings and ideas, develop artistic
literacy, increase confidence, and find a love
for learning that will help them become more
successful in school and in life.
On Nov. 10 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., we hosted
a Submission Workshop for Reflections at
the Springfield Art Museum. The goal of the
submission workshop was to help those PTA
units with judging school entries, submitting
their top three finalists to the State/National
website, and dropping off the top three for the
City Council’s judging.
The event featured a one-stop handling of the
Reflections process to simplify it for school
volunteers. The feedback has been great, and
we are so glad we were able to support those
units to help judge and get those entries submitted.
If you have not submitted to the National/
MOPTA website, entries are due by Dec 15.
Springfield Council PTA Reflections winners will be announced before the Christmas

break. They will be posted on the SCPTAMO.
com website with a notification on Facebook.
The Showcase will be at the new location, the
Springfield Art Museum, on Jan 20, 2019.
Mark your calendars!
If you have any questions, please email Jessica Rosa at jrosaphoto@gmail.com.

Membership kudos

We congratulate these units who increased their
individual memberships.
Walt Disney PTA - 251 (Total 681)
Fremont PTA - 61 (Total 75)
Reed Academy PTSA - 47 (Total 57)
Robberson PTA - 38 (Total 70)
Congratulations, too, to these units with increased
business memberships.
Central PTSA
Cherokee PTSA
Harrison PTA
Fremont PTA
Hickory Hills PTSA
Pershing PTSA
McBride PTA
Portland PTA
Sequiota PTA

Resolve to refocus energies in 2019
By Karen Craigo
Newsletter editor
Do you ever feel as though you
need to press “restart”?
I have been president of my
unit, the Jarrett Middle School
PTSA, since the end of last year,
which means I’ve now got half
a year under my belt. It’s going
OK; I haven’t broken anything so
far, and as an added bonus, I’ve
made a lot of nice friends.

of members who attend each
meeting, asking their continued
support as we begin to build
from here.
• We can set up a series of
monthly discussions on a wide
array of topics that are of interest to parents.
• We can plan monthly charitable dining opportunities with
businesses that offer school
fundraising nights.

The thing is, with a PTSA composed of mostly new members,
I also haven’t accomplished
much, and what’s more, I haven’t stepped up to lead.

• We can put all of these dates
on an updated calendar, along
with meetings and special school
events, and distribute that before the end of the year.

We’ve had some meetings and
done some basic business, but
aside from appearances at
school events to sell spirit wear
and memberships, there has
been no real outreach. I don’t
think the parents at my school
feel like the PTSA is a go-to place
for them to work for the good of
their students or to raise an issue they’ve noticed that we can
work on together.

• We can set aside time at the
next meeting to get a feel for

So I’m planning a hard reset
for spring. Here are some of the
strategies we can try in my unit
– and if you’re in our shoes, you
can, too:
• It’s not too late to get together
for holiday egg nog and a little
seasonal cheer.
• We can reach out to parents
with an electronic holiday card
that expresses best wishes for
2019.
• We can write individual notes
of gratitude to the handful

what’s on people’s minds, and
what issues or needs we can
address in the coming year.
• We can touch base with our
principal to learn of any unmet
needs we can lend a hand with.
• We can use our social media
accounts to remind people to
renew their memberships while
reiterating and reinforcing the
PTA mission.
Nothing on this list is difficult, and it all sets us up for
an optimistic, focused 2019.
Look, I hope you’re not in my
shoes – but if you are, please
know that you have company,
and that there’s no better time of
year to make a brand new start.

Include
fundraisers on
your calendar,
like the Major
Saver Campaign, coming
in the spring.

Projects announced for SPS bond issue
Springfield voters will be asked April 2 to consider a
$168 million bond proposal to fund 39 high-priority
projects that were recommended by a citizen’s task
force.
The Springfield Board of Education voted unanimously Nov. 27 to place the request on the April 2
ballot to provide funding for improvements that will
result in safer and stronger schools for students and
staff.
The decision follows a five-month process in which
a task force composed of 31 community members,
parents, students and SPS educators studied the current condition of SPS schools and evaluated the most
critical improvements needed.
If voters approve the April 2 ballot issue, the $168
million would fund the following projects, which would
be completed by the end of 2022:
Secure Entrances
Entrances at 31 schools will be remodeled to better
control access points that are layered into the path of
entry, supplemented with a series of intercom, cameras and electronic locking controls.
Schools include Bingham, Bissett, Carver, Central,
Cowden, Disney, Field, Holland, Jarrett, Mann, McBride, McGregor, Old Sherwood, Parkview, Pershing
K-8, Phelps, Pipkin, Pittman, Pleasant View K-8,
Reed, Robberson, Rountree, Shady Dell, Study, Truman, Twain, Watkins, Weller, Wilder, Wilson’s Creek
and York.
Southwest Region Early Childhood Center
A new center will be constructed that will serve 250
preschool students, possibly located on the property
near Carver Middle School.
This capitalizes on new state funding for operational costs for preschool students who qualify
for free and reduced price lunch and represents a
portion of an overall expansion of early childhood
services. The new funding became available July
1, 2018.
Delaware Elementary School
New construction on the current site, including a

storm-shelter gymnasium, to serve up to 350 K-5
students and will continue to serve as a special education program hub. Some boundary adjustments will
be necessary to shift about 100 Sunshine Elementary
students to Delaware.
Sunshine Elementary School
Renovation of current building on site and addition of
new classrooms and a storm-shelter gymnasium to
serve up to 350 K-5 students. Address all accessibility
and security challenges.
Some boundary adjustments will be necessary to
accommodate Portland Elementary students and shift
some Sunshine students to Delaware.
Boyd Elementary School
New construction, including a storm-shelter gymnasium, on a new site with larger land footprint in the
Midtown neighborhood. Will serve up to 300 preK-5
students.
Williams Elementary School
Renovation of school on existing site, including addition of a storm-shelter gymnasium and early childhood
mini-hub. Will address all accessibility and security
challenges. Will serve up to 350 K-5 students and up
to 100 preschool students.
Jarrett Middle School
New construction of school on current Portland school
site. (Portland K-5 students will attend Sunshine Elementary School.)
Provides expanded space for outside extracurricular
programing which is limited at current location.
Will serve up to 725 students in grades 6-8 and will
result in minor boundary adjustments.
Hillcrest High School
Renovation of building with additions on current site,
reducing capacity from 1,488 to 1,200 students.
Will address accessibility issues and increase security
by connecting all campus buildings so students do not
have to go outside during the day.

Treasurer’s Tips

Whose money is it, anyway?

The treasurer is the custodian of the money.
The money does not belong to the treasurer, the
Executive Committee, the principal or the council.
The money belongs to the general membership
of the unit.
The treasurer is to disburse the money as directed
by the Executive Board/Committee, by the membership and by the approved budget. It is the treasurer’s

duty to disburse money in accordance with good
financial practices and according to the bylaws.
More good food for thought: Before purchasing,
ask, “Does it serve the mission of our PTA?” If not
then maybe reconsider use of funds.
—Leslie Norman, SCPTA Treasurer
treasurer@scptamo.com

Council uses MoneyMinder to track and report financial information. Detailed financial records are available online
at www.moneyminder.com. Log in: council@scptamo.com Password: SCPTA.658

Legislative update: Missouri PTA sets 2019 legislative platform
These legislative priorities are based on the issues that
the Missouri PTA Legislative Department expects to
target for the 2019 legislative session. As unexpected
issues emerge, Missouri PTA will act in accordance
with the resolution and position statements that have
been approved by the membership. A complete list of
resolutions and position statements are available on
our website (www.mopta.org). Missouri PTA supports
the following:
• Legislation that protects and calls for local control of
schools.
• Legislation to strengthen laws designed to protect
minors from abuse and increase funding for programs
and services aimed at the prevention of child abuse,
neglect and maltreatment.
• Legislation that supports increased access to mental
health services for children.

• Opposition to tax credits or tax deductions for
tuition paid by a parent or sponsors for non-public
elementary or secondary school children.
• Enforcement of legislation requiring school districts
to have policies that promote increased parental engagement in their children’s education.
• Legislation that will maintain or generate local and
state funding for public education.
• Legislation that will safeguard the educational and
personal records of students.
• Legislation that would protect children and youth
from being discriminated against based on race, religion or sexual orientation.
•Legislation that protects all children and youth from
gun violence and promotes safer schools and communities.

RIF Springfield requests a bit of your time
Reading Is Fundamental of Springfield, Inc., has been busy
lately!
Donations
Thank you to PTA’s at Bingham, Horace Mann, Disney,
and Harrison for their donations, and thank you as well to
O’Reilly and Keller Williams for your business donations.
Cookie Bake
We could use your help in the following ways:

Important dates

December 2018
5 SCPTA General Meeting, 9:15 a.m., Pleasant View,
2210 E State Hwy AA
5 Nominating Committee elected during general meeting
6 RIF cooking, baking and sorting, noon to 8 p.m., University Heights Baptist Church, Grand and National
6 Clothing Bank open 2:30-5:00pm – Parkview &
Feeder Schools
8 RIF Cookie Sale @ Christmas Parade Time & Location TBD
11 SPS Board of Education Meeting 5:30pm, Kraft Administrative Center
19 SCPTA Executive Meeting 9:15am, Kraft Administrative Center
21-31 No School (Winter Break)
January 2019
1-2 No School (Winter Break)
6 Council Newsletter Deadline for January’s Online
Issue
8 SPS Board of Education Meeting 5:30pm, Kraft Administrative Center
14 RIF – Preparing for Distribution, 6:30pm (taking out
books) 309 E Water St, 65806
15 RIF – Preparing for Distribution, 9:00am (sorting of
books) 309 E Water St, 65806
16 RIF – 2nd Distribution, 9:00am, 309 E Water St,
Springfield, MO 65806
16 SCPTA Executive Meeting 9:15am, Kraft Administrative Center
16 Nominating Committee submits Candidates for new
Council Officers to Board, Principals & Presidents
17 Clothing Bank Open, 2:30-5:00pm – Glendale &
Feeder Schools
21 Reflections Showcase, Art Museum, 1111 E
Brookside Dr, Springfield, MO 65807
21 No School (Martin Luther King Day)
22 SPS Board of Education Meeting 5:30pm, Kraft Administrative Center
24 Clothing Bank Open, 2:30-5:00pm – Hillcrest &
Feeder Schools
27 Council Newsletter Deadline
31 Clothing Bank Open, 2:30-5:00pm – Kickapoo &
Feeder Schools

Help us bake on Thurs, Dec. 6, starting at noon until 8 p.m.
at the University Heights Baptist Church at Grand and National. Just come with your apron to help back and decorate
cookies. It’s a great time, and we get to learn others’ secret
recipes as a bonus.
Help us sort cookies Friday morning starting at 9 am. It’s
amazing how beautiful these cookie trays turn out.
Sell trays of cookies at your school, friends, and businesses prior to Dec. 6. The 2018 cookie order forms are ready
and posted on the SCPTAMO.com site.
Help staff the sales on parade day Dec. 8 by selling individually wrapped cookies with hot chocolate and coffee. We will have two locations: the PenMac Building on
South Avenue and the Hollaway Building on Park Central
Square.
Any commitment of time would be great, even if it’s only
an hour or two; come at the time that is convenient for you.
The more, the merrier, as we are expecting a big year and
will need your help. If you volunteer for the cookie sale, we
have a surprise for you! How about a free RIF T-shirt with
the new logo? Please note that due to liability, we cannot
have children helping during the baking on Thursday.

Please keep RIF in mind as you plan your holidays for
some of the RIF famous traditional cookies. They’re great
for teacher recognition gifts, office parties, and family gatherings. Get your orders in early, as last year we sold 180
dozen. To order your cookies in advance (which I highly
suggest), email rifspringfieldmo@gmail.com, phone 417880-6073, or fax 417-863-7825.
Barnes and Noble
RIF had a successful Book Fair and day of wrapping gifts
at Barnes and Noble over the Thanksgiving Break. If you
would like to volunteer for a shift please contact rifspringfieldmo@gmail.com, phone 417-880-6073. We will also
post on Facebook when Barnes and Noble shifts become
available.
Distribution
Reading is Fundamental of Springfield, Inc., is gearing up
for their second distribution of 4,500 books to all those first
and second graders the week of Jan. 14-16. Those who
work on Jan. 14 or 15 are eligible to pick out 10 extra books
for your school.
Jan 14, noon – Unboxing
Jan 15, 9 a.m. – Sorting
Jan 16, 9 a.m. to noon – Book pickup
Keep those calendars marked for the third distribution as
it’s scheduled for April 15-17. We would love to see you all
there as Peggy always has treats for the volunteers.

Annual Cookie Sale for
RIF of Springfield 2018
READING IS FUNDAMENTAL OF SPRINGFIELD will have homemade
holiday cookies for sale in December in conjunction with the Christmas
Parade on

Dec.8th in downtown Springfield. Cookies may be ordered to

be picked up on Friday at 309 E. Water St.. or at the PenMac building on
South Street at the Parade. They may be ordered by the tray or purchased
by the 1/2 dozen.

(Mark how many 1/2 dozen of each you want to order)

___ Chocolate Chip Cookies

___ Decorated Sugar cookies

___ Snickerdoodles

___ Oatmeal cookies

___ Spritz

___ Peanut Butter Cookies or Peanut blossoms

___ Gingerbread people

___ Chocolate Crackles
___ molasses cookies

Please print clearly in black ink to fax—

Name ________________________________________________________
Phone _____________________ email ___________________________________________________
Trays of cookies: 2 dozen on tray __________ @ $10 each.

= $

4 dozen on tray __________ @ $20 each

=$

Call or email that specific request to Peggy Stepp 417-880-6073 or at rifspringfieldmo@gmail.com
1/2 dozen cookies ordered in bags: ___________ @ $2.00 each = $
Total order amount $ ___________

Deadline for orders is noon on Thursday Dec. 6 by fax 417-863-7825 or phone 417-880-6073 or copy and fill out and scan
and send to rifspringfieldmo@gmail.com. Some made up trays will be available on Saturday.
Reading is Fundamental of Springfield is a local not-for-profit organization connected to National RIF. We provide free
books three times a year to every 1st and 2nd grade student in Springfield schools. In the 40 years we have been in
Springfield we have given away over 400,000 books.

RIF of Springfield

PO Box 11253 Springfield, MO 65808

rifspringfieldmo@gmail.com

2019

Let's make it our best year
of advocacy for children!
Happy New Year
from your fellow members
of the Springfield Council of PTAs!

