
Michelle Gavel " I know that education can open doors that you never knew could 
open for you. Giving that back to other students is my passion. 

I’m currently employed as a Preschool teacher. In this position, I have the wonderful 
opportunity to work with energetic one year olds. My educational background is in 
mental health. I have a B.S. in Psychology and a M.S. in Secondary School Counsel-
ing. I’ve had the wonderful opportunity to intern in both Springfield and Republic 
school districts while receiving my graduate degree. I’ve also worked in adult mental 
health at a local agency. I’m a parent of two high energy children, my son is 4 and 
my daughter will be 2 soon. My son will be entering the SPS school district this up-
coming school year in Kindergarten. I want to serve our community on the school 
board by providing a voice for parents, teachers, and students from all back-
grounds.”  
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Dr. Charles Taylor, PhD, has been a Springfield resident since 1997.   He received 
his Ph. D. from the University of Illinois in 1990.  He and his wife of 29 years, Jan (a 
SPS literacy coach) are the proud parents of a daughter, Megan (a SPS third grade 
teacher).  A career educator, he is presently Professor of Communication and Di-
rector of Drury’s MA in Communication and Master of Nonprofit and Civic Leader-
ship programs.  From 2004-2014, he served as Vice-President for Academic Affairs.  
In that role, he oversaw all of the university’s academic programs, its ~140 faculty 
members and managed an annual budget of ~$25 million, while continuing to 
teach.  His proudest professional accomplishment was being named by the Drury 
University Student Senate as Faculty Member of the Year.  He has been an engaged 
community citizen, having participated in Leadership Springfield (Class XVI) and 
serving on the Boys and Girls Club Scholarship Committee, the Every Child Promise 
Early Childhood Education Planning Committee, the City of Springfield’s Diversity 
and Global Perspective Planning Team, the Board of Directors of the Missouri Liter-
ary Festival, the Wanda Gray Elementary PTA and two terms as President of the 
Kickapoo Instrumental Music Booster Club.   

Alina Lehnert, PhD, is a Leadership and Strengths Development expert.  She has 
spent two decades studying human behavior, talent and leadership.  She uses her 
deep understanding of these concepts to help individuals, organizations and com-
munities become stronger leaders, employees and citizens.  Alina has been hon-
ored by the Springfield Business Journal as a Most Influential Woman recipient 
(2014) and a 40 under 40 Finalist (2009) for her professional and civic achieve-
ments.  “During my tenure as Board President of Leadership Springfield, I had the 
opportunity to be instrumental in creating the partnership with Springfield Public 
Schools to develop, pilot and approve a “Principals of Leadership” program that 
takes area principals (elementary, middle and high school) through a very similar 
community learning experience as the traditional Leadership Springfield Signature 
Program. In recent years, I’ve facilitated SPS district professional development with 
administrators, principals, and teachers. I’ve witnessed first-hand how hard they 
are working, the strengths and challenges of a rapidly changing district from the 
organizational dynamics to meeting the demands of individualized student learn-
ing, and have found myself asking: “How can I help?” Over the last few years, I 
have just felt drawn to the school board. I had the opportunity to facilitate leader-
ship development with all the GOCAPS students this year. I also worked with the 
three teachers on curriculum development.”   

 



Gerry Lee is running unopposed for the 5-year term vacated by Francine Pratt. He is 
very involved in the Springfield community having served as President of several 
community boards including the Discovery Center of Springfield and the Springfield 
Sports Hall of Fame. He is currently Chair of the Mayor’s Commission on Children.  
He is very active with Don’t Meth With Us, Southeast Rotary and Interact Club.  Ger-
ry has served 5  years on the Springfield Council of PTA Board as the Board of Educa-
tion representative.  In 2010 he was named Southeast Springfield Rotary Club Volun-
teer of the Year and received the Missouri PTA Distinguished Service Award from 
SCPTA.  Gerry has been very involved with education in Springfield for the past 30 
years.  He has served on the Springfield Public  School Board of Education since 
2006.   He served as Board President from 2009-11.  Gerry has served on the Board 
of Directors of the Missouri School  Board’s Association since 2007 and served as 
President in 2012.  Gerry’s family includes his supportive wife, Lynne, and 3 children 
Greg, Christie and Abby.  Gerry enjoys all sports, traveling and spending time at their 
cabin on the lake. 
 

Dr. Melissa Penkalski is a Pediatric Nurse Practitioner for 14 years. Dr. Penkalski 
graduated from the first Doctor of Nursing (DNP) Program at MSU in August 2014. 
Previously worked with Dr. Michael Hanks office for 6 ½ years, then at Jordan Val-
ley Community Health Center for 6 ½ years. During that time worked closely with 
Springfield Public Schools by developing and implementing an asthma manage-
ment program at various school sites and with Trudi"s Kids Mobile Medical Ser-
vices. Dr. Penkalski is very passionate about all things pediatric, but especially per-
taining to asthma and immunizations. Dr. Penkalski is married to Jim for 15 years 
and has 4 children, Amanda-14, Katelyn-11, Russell -7 and Tessa-1 Currently work-
ing at Missouri State University as an Assistant Professor in the DNP Program in 
the nursing Department. Dr. Penkalski is also acting as an expert team and local 
asthma champion with IMPACT Asthma ECHO. Dr Penkalski is active in the Wanda 
Gray and Wilsons Creek PTA. Having served as PTA President of Wanda Gray for 2 
years previously.    

  

Allen D. Kunkel, CEcD, has a Bachelor of Science degree in Community and 
Regional Planning from Iowa State University and a Master of Public Admin-
istration from the University of Missouri.  Allen is also a Certified Economic De-
veloper. He has been involved in a number of community, regional and state 
and professional organizations.  Allen’s career has included a focus on educa-
tion, pro-business development, and improved marketability and livability of 
our region.  Allen and his wife, Karen, have been married for 21 years and have 
three children in Springfield Public Schools, one in high school, one in middle 
school and one elementary school.Allen has been a long term member of PTA 
and his wife is in her second year as President of Harrison PTA.  In addition to 
his children’s activities, Allen has been involved in schools throughout the dis-
trict in numerous ways and at all age levels, including mentoring at Campbell 
and Weller, regular attendance at Study Alternative School graduations, and 
establishing the Hillcrest Interact program, past president of the Foundation for 
Springfield Public Schools, the GO CAPS program, hosting the entrepreneurship 
strand at The eFactory, SPS summer school programs at the Jordan Valley Inno-
vation Center, educational tours to engage students in STEM, the choice pro-
grams of the Discovery Center and Mercy, and the ImagineSPS process and ac-
tivities. 


