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In this issue:SCPTAs School of Information
Monday, May 19, 2014

5:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Sunshine Elementary School
Light refreshments will be served.

Sorry, no childcare available.

Please RSVP to Carrie Windes at crgraphics@sbcglobal.net.

The Springfield Council of PTAs is hosting a School of Information for all
officers: President, Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, committee chair-
persons such as Reflections and Membership. We encourage all units
to send your officers as you prepare for the upcoming school year.

All who attend will learn more about their PTA duties through informa-
tional workshop sessions and interactive discussions with other PTA
units. Council and State officers will be available to assist with any
questions and lead the workshops.

SPS Emergency Preparedness Initiative
Emergencies happen each and every year, and while we can’t avoid
these occurrences altogether, especially when they are acts of nature,
we can prepare our classrooms for what to do in case of an emer-
gency. Network partners in Springfield are coming together to
prepare the more than 25,000 students and faculty of Springfield
Public Schools in updating and improving existing emergency
preparedness procedures.

This collaborative effort includes the American Red Cross, SPS, The
Foundation for Springfield Public Schools, SPS Partners in Education,
Springfield Council of PTA, Springfield Area Chamber of Commerce,

and the Office of Emergency Management. The Emergency Preparedness Initiative will give students, teachers,
and parents the peace of mind that if disaster strikes, the community has done everything we can to ready
our public schools with an Emergency Response Plan in order to minimize losses. First there will be a Ready
Rating assessment and updating and improving consistent emergency response plans. The next step will be
to provide the district’s students, faculty, and staff with easy access to emergency supplies.

The total project cost will be $200,000 which will include emergency kits for each classroom in our district,
safety tubes for every student, and emergency training for faculty in CPR and First Aid. The American Red
Cross has contributed $25,000 (plus $250 for a classroom collected from their office). The Foundation for
SPS has donated $20,000 so we already have $45,250 toward the goal of making our children safer! Please
consider making a donation from your unit to this fantastic cause. More information is on pages 9 and 10.
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A Letter from the President

There is still
so much to

accomplish, and
we are already
planning for
next year.

PTA Mission: The overall purpose of PTA is to be

• The powerful voice for all children
• A relevant resource for families and communities, and
• A strong advocate for the education and well-being of every child.

“Leadership is communicating people’s worth and potential so
clearly that they are inspired to see it in themselves.”

– Stephen R. Covey

Thank you for coming to the second to the last general SCPTA meeting
this year. There is still so much to accomplish, and we are already plan-
ning for next year. After your Unit elections, please make sure you turn
in your New Officer Forms by April 30th. It is important for Missouri PTA
to get these on time so planning can start. New presidents and officers
have information mailed out in the summer to help them prepare for
next year. Units need to form a Financial Review Committee to review
all the Treasurer’s books and prepare the review to be sent in to
MOPTA. The best way to be informed about necessary PTA happenings
is 1) come to the SCPTA General meetings and 2) attend our School of
Information or MOPTA training session. These trainings are so impor-
tant to help your officers be prepared for next fall. The Springfield
Council officers are always available if you have any questions.

April is Child Abuse Awareness Month. Child abuse and neglect can be
prevented or stopped through the efforts of schools, neighbors, families
and the community. Below are some tips to help parents prevent or
detect abuse. Your unit could post these tips on their Facebook page:

• Be involved in your children’s activities.

• Notice when someone spends a lot of time with your child and talk
with your child about what they do, who else is there, what kind of
games they play,etc.

• Believe your child. Listen seriously and sensitively to what your child
says.

• Teach your child to “Say no, get away, and to tell someone” if anyone
tries to touch them inappropriately.

• Tell your child “Your body belongs to you.”

• Explain to your child not to keep secrets that feel scary or uncomfort-
able.

• Go through rules with your babysitter while your child is present.

If you believe a child is being abused or neglected please notify the
child abuse hotline (1-800-392-3738) or local police (911). To learn
more on the signs of child abuse go to www.preventchildabuse.org

Thank you for coming to the meeting today, and thank you for all you
do in the lives of all of our children.

Sincerely,
Patty Dunn, President SCPTA
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Agenda
April 2, 2014

Sequiota Elementary

I) Welcome: Thank you to Principal Mrs. Crystal Magers and the Sequiota PTA
for hosting our meeting today

II) Pledge of Allegiance

III) Program: Sequiota Students

IV) Superintendent – Dr. Norm Ridder

V) Principal and President’s Message: Mrs. Magers and Mrs. Yvonne Turner

VI) Presenters: Lawrence Anderson, Manager of the Office of Diversity &
Inclusion, Homeless, & Volunteers and Jean Grabeel from SPS Health
Services is introducing the SPS Emergency Preparedness Initiative

VII) Financial report – Jeremiah Mee

VIII) Council reports:

a. President – Patty Dunn

b. VP of Organization and Development – Dot Atkinson

c. VP of Promotions – Carrie Windes

d. VP of Health and Public Services – Kim Wrinkle

e. VP of Programs – Jana Hansen

IX) New Business: Report of Nominating Committee, elections

X) Sergeant at Arms – Kirk Elmquist

The next general meeting will be May 7th at the Kraft Adminstration Center.

XI) Adjourn

Mark Your Calendars:
April 26th MOPTA Reflections Student Showcase, Rockbridge High School, 1:00 p.m.

April 30th New Officer Forms due to MOPTA

May 1st All Awards deadlines, www.mopta.org/forms-awardsgrants.html

May 3rd MOPTA Training Camp, Nixa, Mo. Location TBD

May 7th SCPTA General Meeting Kraft Administration Center

May 19th SCPTA School of Information, Sunshine Elementary 5:30 p.m.

May 28th Last day of School

June 19-22 National PTA Convention Austin, Texas, Early bird deadline March 31st
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Treasurer’s Report
Bank Balances Start 2/1/14 End 2/28/14 Summary for the Period

CARE Checking $ 1,052.53 $ 1,052.61 Starting Total 142,787.35

Clothing Bank Checking 19,964.50 19,585.72 Income 1,842.26

General Checking 67,570.90 68,870.53 Expenses -907.21 935.05

McBride Checking 5,649.23 5,649.49 Ending Total 143,722.40

Scholarship Checking 2,249.19 2,263.05

Z Scholarship CD (Restricted) 46,301.00 46,301.00

Total $142,787.35 $143,722.40

Detailed financial records are available on-line at http://www.nonprofitcentral.biz. Use SCPTA as the
username and SCPTA as the password.

MAKE
YOUR
MOTHER
PROUD.

Help Moms in Need this Mother’s Day!
Your donation to Movers for Moms® helps local mothers in need

create a better life for themselves and their families.

Drop off creature comfort items at your local TWO MEN AND A TRUCK® for delivery
to a local community women’s shelter. Items can include: nice soaps, hair styling prod-

ucts, shampoos and conditioners, pillows, blankets, slipper, robes.

We thank you for supporting Movers for Moms®

and helping mothers in crisis this Mother’s Day.
Visit www.twomenandatruck.com/moversformoms for more information.

Clothing Bank
APRIL SCHEDULE

3 Central & Feeder Schools
10 Kickapoo & Feeder Schools
17 Parkview & Feeder Schools
24 Glendale, Central & Feeder Schools & Greenwood

Don’t forget you can volunteer anytime! Don’t wait for
your assigned day! Come and work with us to earn your
Community Service Hours for A+! We work from 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. every Thursday!

Wish List
*MORE VOLUNTEERS*

Shorts

Capris

Tank Tops

T-shirts in all sizes (5-4X)
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Parliamentary Tips:
Check Your Bylaws/Send Missouri PTA Updates to Officers
Most questions that I have fielded this year pertain more to bylaws
than to Roberts Rules of Order. Therefore, it has been that my standard
answer is usually, “check your bylaws”!

In addition to describing our common purpose as an organization, your
PTA bylaws also spell out the qualifications and method of selection of
members and officers; provide for the duties of officers and their terms
of office; define committees; and specify meeting frequency, quorums
and often set times of meetings.

PTA bylaws are a legal requirement and in addition, all PTA’s in Mis-
souri, must provide written notice to the state PTA, at least every three
years, that bylaws have been reviewed by their membership. This is
one of a few stipulations to being a unit in “good standing” with Mis-
souri PTA and will protect your PTA’s 501(c)3 status.

The activities of the organization must be conducted in compliance
with its bylaws. Amendments to bylaws are prescribed within the by-
laws and usually require prior notice to adopt. Please make sure that a
written notice is sent to Missouri PTA any time your unit adopts amend-
ments to its bylaws.

Sometimes there are administrative details that are important, but do
not relate to the conduct of business at meetings. These rules can be
adopted into a set of Standing Rules. The activities of the organization
must also be conducted in compliance with its Standing Rules (if that
organization has such a document). Standing Rules cannot be in con-
flict with the Bylaws of a PTA (or with those of the National or State
PTA). Standing Rules can be changed at any meeting with a majority
vote with prior notice or with a 2/3 vote of approval without prior no-
tice. Missouri PTA does not require notice of Standing Rules changes.

Sometimes a group gets into the habit of doing things a certain way.
This establishes a custom for that organization. Such actions are fol-
lowed as if they are written rule (“that’s the way we’ve always done
things”). No matter how long a custom has been established, it cannot
conflict with a written rule. And although it is not a written rule, it is
generally a good idea to vote on, or at least determine general consent,
before changing a custom.

It is also a legal matter that your PTA have officers. Missouri PTA re-
quires that each unit notify the state office of their elected officers
yearly, by March 31. Even if some of your PTA’s officers do not change
after an election, it is still a requirement that MOPTA be notified yearly.
As officers may change throughout the year, please also notify the state
office when any changes occur in your PTA’s leadership.

I have posted an election script to the Parliamentary Tips section of the
council website (scptamo.com). Please don’t hesitate to email or call if
you have questions concerning the election of officers or any other PTA
business. I am always glad to help.

Donna Petiford petiford@sbcglobal.net 877-6821

The activities of

the organization

must be conducted

in compliance

with its bylaws..
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Springfield State Reflections Winners
DANCE CHOREOGRAPHY

INTERMEDIATE (Grade 3 – Grade 5)
Rank Name Grade Local PTA Unit
HM Whitney Fearing 3rd Horace Mann PTA
SENIOR (Grade 9 – Grade 12)
3rd Lauren Downie 12th Greenwood Laboratory School PTA

FILM – VIDEO PRODUCTION
MIDDLE / JR. (Grade 6 – Grade 8)
5th Loren Broaddus 7th Greenwood Laboratory School PTA

LITERATURE
PRIMARY (Preschool – Grade 2)
2nd Lydia Schildknecht 2nd Sherwood Elementary PTA
HM Eva Heidemann 1st Greenwood Laboratory School PTA
HM Hannah Huang 1st Greenwood Laboratory School PTA
INTERMEDIATE (Grade 3 – Grade 5)
HM Lane Boswell 4th Eugene Field Elementary PTA
HM Gracie Marsh 3rd David Harrison Elementary PTA
MIDDLE / JR. (Grade 6 – Grade 8)
1st Asa Scott 7th Central High School PTSA
HM Sasha Agarwal 7th Cherokee Middle School PTSA
SENIOR (Grade 9 – Grade 12)
HM Bailey Mills 11th Greenwood Laboratory School PTA
HM Madelyn Stroder 11th Greenwood Laboratory School PTA

MUSICAL COMPOSITION
INTERMEDIATE (Grade 3 – Grade 5)
3rd Samantha Thomas 5th Sunshine Elementary PTA
HM Chloe Morse 3rd Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary PTA
MIDDLE / JR. (Grade 6 – Grade 8)
2nd John Georgiades 6th Central High School PTSA
SENIOR (Grade 9 – Grade 12)
1st Zuzanna Fraczak 10th Central High School PTSA

PHOTOGRAPHY
PRIMARY (Preschool – Grade 2)
1st Amalia Espinoza 2nd Sherwood Elementary PTA
HM Lydia Schildknecht 2nd Sherwood Elementary PTA
INTERMEDIATE (Grade 3 – Grade 5)
3rd Chanel Bullock 5th Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary PTA
HM McKenna Hunt 3rd Mark Twain Elementary PTA
HM Macie Stephens 5th Laura Ingalls Wilder

– continued on next page
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MIDDLE / JR. (Grade 6 – Grade 8)
1st Delaney Cannon 8th Jarrett Middle School PTSA
2nd Jacob Sharp 6th Central High School PTSA
4th Delaney Cannon 8th Jarrett Middle School PTSA
HM Jessamyn Baker 6th Greenwood Laboratory School PTA
SENIOR (Grade 9 – Grade 12)
HM Cora Gonder 11th Kickapoo PTSA
HM Ann Sistrunk 11th Greenwood Laboratory School PTSA
HM Katherine Sistrunk 11th Greenwood Laboratory School PTSA

VISUAL ARTS
INTERMEDIATE (Grade 3 – Grade 5)
4th Phoebe Riddle 4th Eugene Field Elementary PTA
MIDDLE / JR. (Grade 6 – Grade 8)
1st Scotlyn Belew 7th Cherokee Middle School PTSA
4th Jacob Sharp 6th Central High School PTSA
SENIOR (Grade 9 – Grade 12)
HM Ashley Warren 11th Kickapoo PTSA

Congratulations to all our SPS students! Thanks again to the Reflections Chairs at each
school for their hard work and support of this wonderful program! To see complete list
of Missouri PTA 2014 Reflections Program Winners, go to mopta.org.

RIF Update
RIF of Springfield would like to thank the following PTAs for their contributions
to RIF this year: Springfield PTA Council, Delaware, Disney, Field, Jeffries,
Pittman, Pleasant View, Sherwood, Sunshine, Truman, Wilder, and Harrison (in
transit). Several businesses have made cash and in-kind donations who include Barnes &
Noble, PenMac, and employee corporate donor programs at AT&T and Chase. Several families
have made private contributions and memorials, and the Turner Foundation have been a great
help in being able to purchase books this year.

Please look at the handouts available at the Sergeant at Arms table for the upcoming projects
to finish this year.

1. The Crowdit fundraising blitz for April 15-May 30. We must raise funds now to be able to
purchase books for next year. This social media tool should help us raise over $8000 to
purchase books for the first distribution. Please “friend” us on facebook at “Reading is
Fundamental of Springfield” and share us with all your friends and parents at school.

2. We are also working on a summer reading program to be called S.H.A.R.E.–Summer Has
Arrived, Read Everyday! It will be a GIANT book swap with books to take home over the
summer vacation. If your children have out grown children’s books, we would love to make
them available for students who cannot afford to buy books and/or their parents cannot
take them to the library over the summer. Please see the flyer. If you can put this information
in your school newsletters or announce the project at your meeting that would be helpful.

THE THIRD RIF DISTRIBUTION WILL BE WEDNESDAY APRIL 16 AT TEFFT CENTER
FROM 9 A.M. UNTIL NOON. It will also be the kickoff to the Crowdit fundraising.
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Spring Membership Challenge
The spring MOPTA membership challenge began January 1 and ran to March 1. Membership
dues had to be postmarked by March 1st to qualify. For each 10% increase in membership (as
recorded in the state office on January 1, 2014), units were entered into a drawing for $75 at
the state level. At printing, the winning unit had not been announced. We are pleased to an-
nounce we had eight local units that qualified. Congratulations to Boyd Elementary, Eugene
Field Elementary, Jeffries Elementary, Kickapoo High School, Mark Twain Elementary, Parkview
High School, Pleasant View Elementary, and Reed Middle School! These schools also qualified
for our local $50 Arris pizza certificate drawing today. Good luck and THANK you for promoting
PTA memberships this spring!

Nominations for 2014 Springfield Public Schools Hall of Fame
being accepted through April, 30.

• Do you know a deserving SPS graduate of ten years who has had great success
in their personal or professional life?

• Among the qualities considered are notable success in a profession or business,
contribution to public education, and outstanding contributions to society.

Visit www.springfieldpublicschoolsmo.org,
the community tag, to nominate individuals.

Inductee luncheon • Thursday, Oct. 23, 2014, 11:30 am • White River Conference Center

Springfield Bottled Water
We offer custom labeled water bottles to fit any occasion or business need. With us
you can design your own custom label or choose from our inventory of unique
designs to meet your needs. Let us provide the custom labeled bottled water
for your special occasion. We will help make your special day a hit. Or make
the custom label that helps you stand out from your competition. Or help local
organizations like the PTA raise funds for more programs and scholarships.

P.O. Box 370, Brookline, MO 65619 • 417-414-8899 • office@sprbottledwater.com


