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In this issue:

* March 14th is the entry deadline for the Jan Harp Domene Diversity
and Inclusion Award given to the unit that demonstrates outstanding
achievement in diversity, inclusiveness, and efforts to end discrimina-
tory practices. Diversity@pta.org

* March 14th is the entry deadline for the Mary Lou Anderson Grant
Program for Arts enhancement. PTA.org/Reflections.

* April 1st Child Advocacy Day
* April 2nd SCPTA General meeting Sequiota Elementary, 9:15 a.m.
* April 11th possible snow make up day
* April 26th MOPTA Reflections Student Showcase, Rockbridge High
School, 1:00 p.m.

* April 30th New Officer Forms due to MOPTA
* May 1st www.mopta.org/forms-awardsgrants.html. All Awards dead
lines!

* May 3rd MOPTA Training Camp, Nixa, Mo. Location TBD
* May 7th SCPTA General Meeting Kraft Administration Center
* SCPTA School of Information date and location TBD
* May 28th Tentative last day of School
* June 19-22 National PTA Convention Austin, Texas. March 31st –
early bird deadline

Missouri PTA Legislative Platform 2014

Important PTA Dates – Mark Your Calendars

Missouri PTA supports:

* Legislation that protects and calls for local control of schools.

* Legislation to strengthen laws designed to protect minors from abuse and increase funding for programs
and services aimed at the prevention of child abuse, neglect and maltreatment.

* Legislation that supports increased access to mental health services for children.

* Legislation that provides funding for early education programs that are developmentally appropriate,
coordinate comprehensive services, and includes family engagement components for children birth to
age five.

* Opposition to tax credits or tax deductions for tuition paid by a parent or sponsors for non-public elemen-
tary or secondary school children.

* Enforcement of legislation requiring school districts to have policies that promote increased parental
engagement in their children's education.

* Legislation that will maintain or generate local and state funding for public education.
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A Letter from the President

Important training
camps (School of
Information) are
being held in the
area for officers

this spring.

PTA Mission: The overall purpose of PTA is to be

• The powerful voice for all children

• A relevant resource for families and communities, and

• A strong advocate for the education and well-being of every child.

“Patience and perseverance have a magical effect before which
difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish.”

– John Quincy Adams

Happy Principal’s Day! The Springfield Council of PTAs board would like
to thank all SPS principals for meeting with us monthly and working
with your units to support the PTA programs for our children! We would
also like to thank you for being part of our Founders’ Day Banquet last
month where we celebrated our Founders and our Volunteers of the
Year. Without your leadership and continual support of the PTA/PTSA
units, we would not be able to accomplish so much for the children of
Springfield. Speaking of leadership, the MOPTA Distinguished Service
Award was presented to Dr. Norm Ridder at the Banquet. Thank you Dr.
Ridder and all SPS Principals for your support of PTA!

News Flash! Due to inclement weather throughout Missouri, the dead-
lines for submission to MOPTA of New Officers and Awards have been
extended. The new officer form (found in your downloadable Winter
Packet) is now due to the state office by April 30th, and the due date
for Awards has been extended to May 1st. Even if you have officers
staying for a second term, submit their names so MOPTA and National
PTA have the most current information. Important training camps
(School of Information) are being held in the area for officers this
spring. MOPTA is holding one on May 3 in Nixa. Others in the area will
be announced soon.

For even more training, plan on attending the PTA National Convention
being held June 19-22 in Austin, Texas. This is a great place to gather
information and ideas to help your unit be the most that it can be next
year for our children.

Thank you again SPS principals for your support of PTA. Enjoy your day!

Sincerely,
Patty Dunn, President SCPTA

Don’t forget to Spring Forward 1 hour on
Sunday, March 9, at 2 a.m.!
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Agenda
March 5, 2014

Parkview High School

I) Welcome: Happy Principal’s Day!

II) Pledge of Allegiance

III) Program: Parkview Students

IV) Superintendent – Dr. Norm Ridder

V) Principal and President’s Message: Mr. Eric Ramsey, Mrs. Annie Cockrum

VI) Presenters: Lawrence Anderson, Manager of the Office of Diversity &
Inclusion, Homeless, & Volunteers and Loni Brewer, Rare Breed

VII) Financial report – Jeremiah Mee

VIII) Council reports:

a. President – Patty Dunn, introduce meeting sponsor, Gary Boone,
Springfield Bottled Water, New MOPTA deadlines. Principal gifts.

b. VP of Organization – Dot Atkinson

c. VP of Promotions – Carrie Windes

d. VP of Health and Public Services – Kim Wrinkle

e. VP of Programs – Jana Hansen

IX) New Business: Report of Nominating Committee

X) Sergeant at Arms – Kirk Elmquist

XI) Adjourn

Clothing Bank
Spring is in the air at The Clothing Bank! We will be bringing out our Spring and Summer
clothes beginning in March so start sending those shorts and capris our way. We can always
use T-shirts and tank tops as well. Sizes 5-4X for Kindergarten through 12th Grade.

Don’t forget that we will only be open on Thursdays for the remainder of the year. We are there
from Noon to 5:00 p.m. and would love to have your help. We are open the first Saturday in
April from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Wish List: Girls' Clothes (especially sizes 7-10), Quart & Gallon Ziplocs, Black trash bags

Child Advocacy Day – April 1, 2014
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world;
indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.

– Margaret Mead

Join fellow Springfield PTA members and other child welfare advocates for Missouri Child
Advocacy Day, April 1st. This is a great opportunity to learn about grassroots advocacy. Best
of all, this event is free. Go to childadvocacyday.org for more information and to register.
Contact Dot Atkinson, VP of Organization and Development for carpool information.
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Treasurer’s Report
Bank Balances Start 1/1/14 End 1/31/14 Summary for the Period

CARE Checking $ 3,052.36 $ 1,052.53 Starting Total 146,276.19

Clothing Bank Checking 19,863.42 19,964.50 Income 578.98

General Checking 67,225.29 67,570.90 Expenses -4,067.82 -3,488.84

McBride Checking 7,598.82 5,649.23 Ending Total 142,787.35

Scholarship Checking 2,235.30 2,249.19

Z Scholarship CD (Restricted) 46,301.00 46,301.00

Total $146,276.19 $142,787.35

Detailed financial records are available on-line at http://www.nonprofitcentral.biz. Use SCPTA as the
username and SCPTA as the password.

If your unit has not gone through a budgeting process in the past, this is the year to start a
great habit. The budgeting process not only serves as a roadmap of what you plan on doing in
the upcoming year, it also serves as a way for the unit to look over what has been spent in this
current year. This allows the officers to evaluate where the money was actually spent and if it
was the best use for your hard earned dollars.

If you had a great year, see what you can do to make next year better. If you had a lackluster
fundraiser, see what you can do to make it better next year or start looking for a good replace-
ment. You may find that you need to increase the number of members to make the budget
for the upcoming year. If you don’t have very much money in your unit account, it is very
important to prepare a budget so everyone knows exactly what you have to pay for and what
is an optional expense.

Membership Challenges
Missouri PTA – Winter Challenge
The winter membership challenge began January 1 and ran to March 1. Membership dues
had to be postmarked by March 1st to qualify. For each 10% increase your unit will be entered
into a drawing for $75 at the state level. The winning unit will be listed on www.mopta.org.
Our local drawing will be held at our April council meeting. The winner will receive a $50 gift
certificate to Arris Pizza.

National PTA – Membership Challenge
Missouri PTA is pleased to announce in conjunction with National PTA a new Membership
Challenge, available to all units. The challenge is simple. Recruit 14 new members between
now and May 31, 2014, and submit page 2 of the flyer with your membership dues reporting
form, the state and national portion of the membership dues to the state office. We will certify
the memberships and forward the Membership challenge entry form on to National PTA where
you will be entered into a National PTA's drawing for $1,000. You may submit 1 form for every
14 members, allowing you more chances to win. The drawing will be held by National PTA in
June of 2014. 14 units nation wide will win. www.pta.org/challenge.
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Our Founders’ Day theme this year was When You Wish Upon a Star! Listed below are our
2014 volunteers and their wishes. Thank you and congratulations to each and every one of you!

2014 PTA/PTSA Volunteers of the Year

Sydney English – Central High School PTSA
I wish for peace and harmony and opportunity for all.

Laila Hadi – Central High School PTSA
My wish is that parents and teachers encourage the potential present in children.

Sarah Magill – Walt Disney Elementary PTA
I wish for more signs in our parking lot to provide a safer drop off procedure.

Alice Lunn – Glendale High School PTSA
I wish for SPRING and a beach trip!

Candi Fuelts – Wanda Gray Elementary PTA
I wish that life was more simple, and we all had more time to enjoy it.

Carol Wooten – Eugene Field Elementary PTA
My wish is that service to others is innate and lifelong within our community’s children.

Michael Burgess – David Harrison Elementary PTA
My wish for children is that they realize their dreams–that with faith in themselves and hard
work, any dream can become a reality.

Laura Ogden – Hickory Hills Elementary PTA
I am wishing for sunshine and warmer weather.

Demita Gookin – Hillcrest High School PTSA
I wish to have more time and money to do the things I can only dream of doing for family and
others.

Krista Graham – Holland Elementary PTA
My wish is to set a good example and inspire others.

Susan Jordan – Jeffries Elementary PTA
I wish to be a useful instrument to our teachers as they guide our children and provide the
best education for their future.

Deloris Merritt – Kickapoo High School PTSA
My wish is for our kids to leave high school with a feeling of accomplishment and confidence
to face the future.

Tracey Brown – McBride Elementary PTA
I wish for more hours in the day!

Vicki Newport – Parkview High School PTA
I wish for every child to have the opportunity to reach their full potential in a safe and nurturing
environment.

Piper Fern – Pershing Elementary PTA
My wish is the end abuse.

– continued on next page
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Jennifer Penny – Pershing Middle School PTSA
My wish is for parents to continue to be involved in their child’s life through middle and high
school–PTSA is a perfect way to stay connected!

Courtney Daugherty – Pleasant View Elementary PTA
My wish is to raise strong, well-rounded, Godly children.

Greta Barrett – Pleasant View Middle School PTSA
I wish for all children to feel a warm hug and would love to see Pleasant View get more play-
ground equipment.

Mary Ellen Lee – Robberson Elementary PTA
My wish is for every child to have an adult in their lives that they can truly look up to and turn
to when they are feeling lost.

Janelle Steding – Sequiota Elementary PTA
My wish is for the students to have the technology necessary to support their learning and
development.

Stefanie Burns – Sherwood Elementary PTA
I wish more parents would willingly volunteer and realize what PTA does for their school.

Eunyoung Duchscherer – Sunshine Elementary PTA
My wish is that Sunshine Elementary continue to have great volunteer support
from all the parents; like we do now.

Louise Stanley – Sunshine Elementary PTA
My wish is that when the world tries to tell you, “It’s impossible, and you can’t,” you answer,
“It was hard, but I did.”

Sherri Fidler – Mark Twain Elementary PTA
I wish for our new playground to be completely funded.

Lisa Davis – Westport K-8 PTSA
I wish to continue spreading God’s word, and for others to see the blessings that I see
everyday from Him.

Holly VonWiller – Wilder Elementary PTA
My wish is that each and every parent could occasionally spend time volunteering at school,
so they can feel connected to that part or their child’s world.

Daisy McCrary – Wilson’s Creek 5-6 PTSA
I wish there were no homeless children in the Springfield Public Schools.

Additional Volunteers

Jackie Simpson – Bissett Elementary PTA

Patricia Thorns – Bissett Elementary PTA


