
February 2014
Volume 2, Issue 6

Springfield Council of PTAs
Organized 1913 • Visit: http://scptamo.com for more information

President’s Letter 2

Agenda & Membership 3

Treasurer’s Tips &
Reflections 4

Parliamentary Notes 5

Clothing Bank &
Scholarship Report 6

EFG, Child Advocacy Day
& Legislatively Speaking 7

Talent Bank Interest Finder 8

In this issue:

Contact name:

Email:
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Unit # Attending @ $16 each

Check # Please make checks payable to SCPTAs. Founders’ Day on memo line.

An email confirmation will be sent to you when ticket order is received in lieu of paper ticket!

Schools are seated together according to date of purchase, so purchase early for best seating!

Get your tickets today OR mail order form and check to
Jeremiah Mee, Founders’ Day Banquet, 1410 E Kearney, Suite D,

Springfield, MO 65803.

PTA/PTSA Volunteers of the Year
We would like each school to submit the name of an outstanding
PTA volunteer for their school. Email your unit’s Outstanding
Volunteer’s Name, Digital Photo (in jpeg format),
PTA/PTSA Unit, and Unit President to Carrie Windes at
crgraphics@sbcglobal.net NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 7TH!
Also, please include volunteer’s wish. It could be a personal wish
or a wish for our students/schools, etc. Simple and short is best.
If questions, contact Carrie at 343-0893.

NO BASKETS REQUESTED! Due to the success of
last year's EFG Fundraiser and the anticipated success of this
year’s effort, the Council voted not to have the silent auction at
the Founders’ Day Banquet.

Founders’ Day Banquet
“When You Wish Upon a Star...”

Thursday, February 20, 2014, at 6:30 p.m. (doors open at 6 p.m.)

Central High School Commons Hosted by Central High School

Tickets: $16 per person
DEADLINE FOR TICKETS IS THIS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH!
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A Letter from the President

Promoting children’s
education, health

and safety and
helping families in

our communities
is the heart and

soul of PTA.

PTA Mission: The overall purpose of PTA is to be

• The powerful voice for all children
• A relevant resource for families and communities, and
• A strong advocate for the education and well-being of every child.

“Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you’re right.”
Henry Ford

Happy Founders’ Day! From 1897 to today, the mission of PTA has
always been Child Advocacy. PTA is the largest and oldest volunteer
association working exclusively on behalf of all children. On February
17, 1897 Phoebe Hearst and Alice Birney met with 2,000 men and
women in Washington DC and formed The National Congress of
Mothers. From the Founders to the present, PTA has dealt with child
labor laws, hot lunch programs, a juvenile justice system, mandatory
immunization and education funding. PTA/PTSA at the unit level deals
with fundraising, teacher/staff appreciation and many other great
programs, but first and foremost PTA is a child advocacy organization.
Promoting children’s education, health and safety and helping families
in our communities is the heart and soul of PTA. Like our founders, we
strive to stay on top of the issues. Parents who are knowledgeable
about issues are more likely to participate in district decisions and ad-
vocate for our children in our community. Come to the Founders’ Day
banquet this year and help celebrate our Founders and the volunteers
who still make this organization hum. These Volunteers of the Year
should be congratulated for their dedication of time and heart for the
children of Springfield! Central High School has planned a great party
where we can celebrate and experience the talents of our children.

While I’m on my soap box about PTA, it is not too late to join. Check
out the membership challenges this spring and pump up the member-
ships in your unit. We have some shining stars so far this year that
have increased their numbers over last year. They are Bingham,
Bowerman, Boyd, Greenwood, Hickory Hills Elem., Jarrett, Pershing MS,
Pershing Elem., Twain, Pipkin, Williams Elem., and Wilson’s Creek.
Congratulations to these schools for their membership numbers. It is
not too late to turn in your memberships. We have 8 schools who sold
memberships last year who have not turned in any this year. Please
see me after the meeting if you’d like to see your numbers.

Last month we celebrated our SCPTA Reflections winners (check these
out on our website). This month we are celebrating our founders and
Volunteers of the Year, next month we are celebrating our Principals
at the March 5th meeting at Parkview HS. We will also be voting on
officers for the Springfield Council PTA positions. Please make sure to
attend.

Thank you for all you do for our kids! Happy Founders’ Day!

Sincerely,
Patty Dunn, SCPTA President
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Agenda
February 5, 2014

Sunshine Elementary

I) Welcome

II) Pledge of Allegiance

III) Program: Sunshine Students

IV) Superintendent – Dr. Norm Ridder

V) Principal and President’s Message: Mrs. Rene Saner, Taleyna Morris

VI) Presenters: Lawrence Anderson, Manager of the Office of Diversity &
Inclusion, Homeless, & Volunteers and Loni Brewer, Rare Breed

VII) Financial report – Jeremiah Mee

VIII) Council reports:

a. President – Patty Dunn

b. VP of Organization – Dot Atkinson

c. VP of Promotions – Carrie Windes

d. VP of Health and Public Services – Kim Wrinkle

e. VP of Programs – Jana Hansen

IX) New Business: Report of Nominating Committee

X) Sergeant at Arms – Kirk Elmquist

XI) Adjourn

Grow Your PTA Garden

� Increase your total membership as recorded in the state office on January 1, 2014 by 10%.

� For each 10% increase your unit will be entered into a MO PTA drawing for $75 and a local
SCPTA drawing for a $50 gift certificate to Arris Pizza.

� The unit must be considered a “Unit in Good Standing” by January 1, 2014. Please see the
Tool Kit or the Missouri PTA website, www.mopta.org, for these requirements.

� All memberships must be postmarked by March 1, 2014.

� The winning unit will be contacted by Michele Reed, MO PTA Vice President and Director
of Membership Services after the drawing has been held. The winning unit will be
listed on our website www.mopta.org.
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Treasurer’s Report

Detailed financial records are available on-line at http://www.nonprofitcentral.biz. Use SCPTA as the username and SCPTA as the password.

Reflections Update
The city Reflections Showcase was held January 19, 2014, at Battlefield
Mall. The Mall provided a great venue for displaying 150 entries! Family
and friends of the participating students, as well as the general public,
had an opportunity to view the entries in Visual Arts and Photography,
to read the Literature entries, to see the film and dance CD entries, and
to listen to the music composition entries.

Thanks to all of the Reflections Chairs at each of the participating schools, and to those who
helped before, during and after the Showcase! A special thanks to Patty Dunn, Angela Knight,
Dot Atkinson, and Donna Petiford for helping to make our Showcase a huge success!
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Parliamentary Notes Frequently Asked Questions
The number one question I’ve received regarding parliamentary proce-
dure is: How can we get rid of officers we don’t like (or who are
not fulfilling their duties) before their term ends? The answer is,
it depends. Most PTA unit bylaws establish the procedure for removal
from office, and that procedure must be followed. Common wording
in most PTA bylaws state that “If any member of the board shall at any
time cease to meet the qualifications or fulfill the duties of the position,
that person may be removed from the board by a resolution adopted
by the executive board.” A resolution contains both whereas (why)
statements and resolved (what action is desired) statements. Some-
times that officer, who is not fulfilling their duties, may resign if asked.
If this happens, that officer should submit their resignation in writing
to their PTA board. Any changes in your PTA unit’s leadership should be
reported to the state PTA office.

With changes made to Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised (2011),
Missouri PTA now recommends this wording for removal of officers:
“If any officer shall cease to meet the qualifications or fulfill the duties
of the position, that person may be removed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote
of the executive board.”

It is also important that the reference to the term of office is stated as
“or until their successors are elected” (not and) as in the following ex-
ample: “Officers shall serve for a term of (number) year(s) or until their
successors are elected.”

Your PTA may want to review your current bylaws and consider these
changes as amendments (if applicable).

Another frequently asked question (FAQ) is: Is an officer able to
serve more than the number of terms prescribed in our bylaws?
The answer is no. This question usually arises when the nominating
committee is having trouble finding candidates for all offices. It is the
duty of the nominating committee to nominate one candidate for each
office. If the nominating committee is having difficulty filling an office
by the prescribed deadline, then the nominating committee should
keep working until all offices are filled. The committee should report
the candidates they have at the time and in the manner as prescribed
in their bylaws and an election should occur as scheduled, at which
time nominations will be accepted from the floor. If for some reason
an office is unfilled after an election, the nominating committee will
continue to work toward filling that office and an election would
continue to be on the agenda of each subsequent meeting of the
association until that office is filled.

Remember that a good reference for your PTA is Robert’s Rules of
Order Newly Revised In Brief. This book is available for order from
the online store of the National Association of Parliamentarians,
www.parliamentarians.org

If you have parliamentary questions, please don’t hesitate to ask.
Missouri PTA has additional resources and we have the help of a
professional parliamentarian, Dr. Leonard Young. If I am unable to
answer your questions, Dr. Young is also available to help.

Donna Petiford, petiford@sbcglobal.net,417-887-6821

If you have
parliamentary
questions,
please don’t
hesitate to ask.



A Huge Thank you to Care to Learn
and Bass Pro Shops for their gener-
ous donation of over 1000 pairs of
boys’ jeans! They were nice enough to
give us sizes 5 to 18 and the boys and
parents love them. Thanks also to our
class at Study for helping us organize
and hang them.
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Wish List
Thick Sharpies

Quart Ziploc Bags

Black Trashbags

Jeans & Pants
for Girls, Women & Men

Important Clothing Bank Changes
Due to decreased shoppers and lack of volunteers, the Clothing Bank will no longer have Tues-
day hours. We will now be there on Thursdays from Noon to 5:00 p.m. We will be open for
shoppers from 2:30-5:00 p.m. We can always use more help so you do not have to wait until
your school’s day to volunteer!

February Dates

6 Glendale & Feeder Schools

13 Hillcrest & Feeder Schools & Greenwood

20 Central & Feeder Schools

27 Kickapoo & Feeder Schools

Scholarship Report
Gertrude McBride Fund: Springfield Council of PTAs awarded
five high schools and five middle schools (including Wilson's
Creek) $200 each from the Gertrude McBride Fund. This fund
was established in 1921 to honor Gertrude McBride, an educa-
tor, school board President, and a founding member of our
local PTA. These funds are designated to provide assistance to
students in need.

CARE Fund: Twenty elementary schools were awarded $100
each to recognize outstanding student behavior, attendance,
and academic achievement. This fund was established in 2004
to honor Charlie Nickel, a longtime Springfield educator and
PTA supporter.

High School Scholarships: Springfield Council of PTAs will
award one graduating senior from each Springfield public high
school a $500 scholarship. Interested seniors should contact
their high school counselors for applications and requirements.
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It is not too late to sign-up for the EFG Fundraiser...kick-off as-
semblies are being scheduled now for Feb.18-25th fundraiser.
The EFG card sells itself because students win, teachers win,
SCPTA wins, and restaurants win. The card provides families
with fantastic discounts at restaurants and various entertain-
ment facilities. NEW THIS YEAR, EACH PARTICIPATING SCHOOL WILL RECEIVE $250 FROM
THE COUNCIL’S SHARE OF THE PROCEEDS. This is in addition to the $2.50 your PTA will

receive for each card sold. The Council will
receive the other $2.50 which will go to-
wards Council programs: Clothing Bank,
Springfield Little Theater performance for all
4th graders, Reflections, scholarships and
more. Also, the school will the highest per-
centage of cards per student sold will re-
ceive an additional $500 to go towards its
School Improvement Plan. Please encour-
age your school principal to consider partici-
pating TODAY!

Child Advocacy Day – April 1, 2014
The Springfield Council of PTAs would like to invite all units to be a part
of the 2014 Child Advocacy Day. Make plans now to travel to Jefferson
City to be a part of this grassroots effort. There will be workshops and
group legislative visits. For more information, contact Dot Atkinson,
dotdatkinson@gmail.com and childadvocacyday.org.

Legislatively Speaking...
Governor Jay Nixon delivered his State of the State
Address to Missourians on January 21. He stressed
the importance of investing in education, both
K-12 and higher education received significant
funding increases in his FY 2015 budget proposal.
The Governor supports full funding of the educa-
tion formula within two years. Please consider
joining Missouri PTA and other public education
supporters in endorsing Governor Nixon’s educa-
tion budget priorities and encourage your local
legislator to support an investment in education
during this year’s budget process.

Want FREE Money for your School?
EFG Does ALL the Work!
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PTA/PTSA Presidents,

The Talent Bank is a file of members who are interested in serving on Springfield Council of PTA
in various ways. As opportunities arise, Council makes appointments to the Executive Board,
therefore, members throughout the city with an interest in serving are encouraged to complete
this form and submit it to Council as soon as possible.

Please copy this form and share it with all of your members from your PTA unit.

Date:

Name:

Home address/zip:

Phone (home and cell):

E-mail:

List PTA offices or positions held at the local or Council levels. Please include at which schools
they were held.

( Use the back of the form if more space is needed.)

Check area of interest (please check all that apply)

Elected Officer Fundraising Resource Development

Hospitality Marketing Clothing Bank

Reflections 4th Grade Play Administrative Assistance

Parliamentarian Newsletter Legislation/Resolutions

Handbook Scholarships Membership

Safety Student Wellness Parent/Student Involvement/Programs

RIF Auditor Sergeant at Arms

Bylaws

Please e-mail this form to Patty Dunn at Dunnhouse@mchsi.com or mail to 4475 E. Cross
Timbers, Springfield, MO, 65809.

SCPTA Talent Bank Interest Finder


