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In this issue: 

Michelle Gavel " I know that education can open doors that you never  
knew could open for you. Giving that back to other students is my passion. 
I’m currently employed as a Preschool teacher. In this position, I have the         
wonderful opportunity to work with energetic one year olds. My educational 
background is in mental health. I have a B.S. in Psychology and a M.S. in 
Secondary School Counseling. I’ve had the wonderful opportunity to intern 
in both Springfield and Republic school districts while receiving my     
graduate degree. I’ve also worked in adult mental health at a local agency. 
I’m a parent of two high energy children, my son is 4 and my daughter will 
be 2 soon. My son will be entering the SPS school district this upcoming 

school year in Kindergarten. I want to serve our community on the school board by providing a 
voice for parents, teachers, and students from all backgrounds.”  

Dr. Charles Taylor, PhD, has been a 
Springfield resident since 1997.  He        
received his Ph. D. from the University of 
Illinois in 1990.  He and his wife of 29 
years, Jan (a SPS literacy coach) are the 
proud parents of a daughter, Megan (a SPS 
third grade teacher).  A career educator, he 
is presently Professor of Communication 
and Director of Drury’s MA in             
Communication and Master of Nonprofit 
and Civic Leadership programs.  From 2004-2014, he served 
as Vice-President for Academic Affairs. In that role, he  
oversaw all of the university’s academic programs, its ~140 
faculty members and managed an annual budget of ~$25  
million, while continuing to teach.  His proudest               
professional accomplishment was being named by the Drury 
University Student Senate as Faculty Member of the Year.  
He has been an engaged community citizen, having          
participated in Leadership Springfield (Class XVI) and    
serving on the Boys and Girls Club Scholarship Committee, 
the Every Child Promise Early Childhood Education       
Planning Committee, the City of Springfield’s Diversity and 
Global Perspective Planning Team, the Board of Directors of 
the Missouri Literary Festival, the Wanda Gray Elementary 
PTA and two terms as President of the Kickapoo               
Instrumental Music Booster Club.   

 

   Candidates continued on next page 

SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE FORUM PARTICIPANTS 

http://scptamo.com/
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Allen D. Kunkel, CEcD, has a Bachelor  of Science degree in Community and Regional       
Planning from Iowa State University and a Master of Public Administration from the University of 
Missouri.  Allen is also a Certified Economic Developer. He has been involved in a number of   
community, regional and state and  professional organizations.  Allen’s career has included a focus 
on education, pro-business development, and improved marketability and livability of our region.  
Allen and his wife, Karen, have been married for 21 years and have three children in Springfield 
Public Schools, one in high school, one in middle school and one elementary school.  Allen has been 
a long term member of PTA and his wife is in her second year as President of  Harrison PTA.  In 
addition to his children’s activities, Allen has been involved in schools throughout the district in  
numerous ways and at all age levels, including mentoring at Campbell and Weller, regular           

attendance at Study Alternative School graduations, and establishing the Hillcrest Interact program, past president of 
the Foundation for Springfield Public Schools, the GO CAPS program, hosting the entrepreneurship strand at The 
eFactory, SPS summer school programs at the Jordan Valley Innovation Center, educational tours to engage students 
in STEM, the choice programs of the Discovery Center and Mercy, and the ImagineSPS process and activities.  

Dr. Melissa Penkalski is a Pediatr ic Nurse Practitioner  for  14 years. Dr. Penkalski graduated from 
the first Doctor of Nursing (DNP) Program at MSU in August 2014. Previously worked with              
Dr. Michael Hanks office for 6 ½ years, then at Jordan Valley Community Health Center for 6 ½ years. 
During that time worked closely with Springfield Public Schools by developing and implementing an 
asthma management program at various school sites and with Trudi"s Kids Mobile Medical              
Services. Dr. Penkalski is very passionate about all things pediatric, but especially pertaining to asthma 
and immunizations. Dr. Penkalski is married to Jim for 15 years and has 4 children, Amanda-14, Kate-
lyn-11, Russell -7 and Tessa-1 Currently working at Missouri State University as an Assistant Professor 
in the DNP Program in the nursing Department. Dr. Penkalski is also acting as an expert team and local 
asthma champion with IMPACT Asthma ECHO. Dr Penkalski is active in the Wanda Gray and Wilsons 
Creek PTA. Having served as PTA President of Wanda Gray for 2 years previously.    

Gerry Lee is r unning unopposed for  the 5-year term vacated by Francine Pratt. He is very         
involved in the Springfield community having served as President of several community boards    
including the Discovery Center of Springfield and the Springfield Sports Hall of Fame.  He is        
currently Chair of the Mayor’s Commission on Children.  He is very active with Don’t Meth With 
Us, Southeast Rotary and Interact Club.  Gerry has served 5 years on the Springfield Council of PTA 
Board as the Board of Education representative.  In 2010 he was named Southeast Springfield Rotary 
Club Volunteer of the Year and received the Missouri PTA Distinguished Service Award from    
SCPTA.  Gerry has been very involved with education in Springfield for the past 30 years.  He has 
served on the Springfield Public  School Board of Education since 2006.  He served as Board     
President from 2009-11.  Gerry has served on the Board of Directors of the Missouri School Board’s 
Association since 2007 and served as President in 2012.  Gerry’s family includes his supportive wife, 

Lynne, and 3 children Greg, Christie and Abby.  Gerry enjoys all sports, traveling and spending time at their cabin on 
the lake. 

 

Alina Lehnert, PhD, is a Leadership and Strengths Development exper t.  She has spent two  
decades studying human behavior, talent and leadership.  She uses her deep understanding of these 
concepts to help individuals, organizations and communities become stronger leaders, employees and     
citizens.  Alina has been honored by the Springfield Business Journal as a Most Influential Woman 
recipient (2014) and a 40 under 40 Finalist (2009) for her professional and civic achievements.  
“During my tenure as Board  President of Leadership Springfield, I had the opportunity to be             
instrumental in creating the partnership with Springfield Public Schools to develop, pilot and approve 
a “Principals of  Leadership” program that takes area principals (elementary, middle and high school) 
through a very similar community  learning  experience as the traditional Leadership Springfield   
Signature Program. In recent years, I’ve facilitated SPS district professional development with       
administrators,  principals, and teachers. I’ve witnessed first-hand how hard they are working, the strengths and     
challenges of a rapidly changing district from the organizational dynamics to meeting the demands of  individualized 
student learning, and have found myself asking: “How can I help?” Over the last few years, I have just felt drawn to 
the school board. I had the opportunity to facilitate leadership development with all the GOCAPS students this year. I 
also worked with the three teachers on curriculum development.”   
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Agenda 

Wednesday, March 2, 2016 

Horace Mann Elementary School 

 

I) Welcome 
 

II) Pledge of Allegiance 

 
III) Horace Mann Honor Choir 

 
IV) Horace Mann PTA President, Tami Evans and 
Principal, Teri Peterson 

 
V) Traffic Safety Professional Mandy Buettgen-
Quinn, April 1/4-cent Capital Improvements &   
1/8-cent Transportation sales tax renewals 

 

VI) Council reports, Officer reports are printed in 
the newsletter 

 
VII) New Business - SCPTA Nominating 

Committee - Vote on slate of Officers 

 
VIII) School Board Candidate Forum,  

Donna Petiford 

 

IX) Sergeant at Arms, Lori Chisholm 

 

X) Adjourn 

Local Membership Winter  
Challenge  

 
Deadline has been extended to 

March 15, 2016!!  
 

Local Membership Winter Challenge Extended 

Every SPS PTA/PTSA unit who increases their  
individual and/or business membership in 2016 will 
be entered into a drawing for $75.    

Must be a unit in good standing to win. Winner will 
be announced at our April council meeting.  

 

Mental Health First Aid of Youth 
 
If your unit is interested in the Mental Health First Aid 
of Youth trainings, the next one available is March 30 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

 

To sign up call Alaina Williams at the Community  
Partnership at  417-888-2020, or email her at 
awilliams@cpozarks.org. 

 

 This is a first come, first serve list. Location will be 
announced to those who sign up.  

 

 

    

 

March 8-10 National 
PTA Legislative        
Conference in Arlington, 
VA 

  
 March 31 Units’ 2016-17 officers lists are 
 due to state office 

 

 April 6 34th Annual Child Advocacy Day  
in Jefferson City, MO  

  

 April 9 State Reflections Showcase,       
Blue Springs High School, 1:00-3:00  

  

 April 22-24 MOPTA’s 100th Annual    
Convention in Columbia, MO  

  

 June 30-July 3 2016 Annual National 
PTA Convention and Expo in Orlando, FL  

x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://0
tel:417-888-2020
mailto:awilliams@cpozarks.org


 

Letter From the President– Carrie Windes 

 

"Children 
have never 
been very 
good at       
listening to 
their elders, 
but they have 
never failed 
to imitate 
them." 
 
~ James  
Baldwin 
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Thank you to the candidates for the Springfield School Board who have taken the 
time to come here today to participate in our School Board Forum. We appreciate the 
chance to get to know them better before the election next month. 
 
Join the MO Alliance for Children, Youth, and Families for the 33rd Annual Child 
Advocacy Day in Jefferson City on April 6th, 2016. You can register now online at 
childadvocacyday.org. This day is an opportunity for parents to speak up and ask  
lawmakers to make the health, safety, and education of our children a top priority in 
Missouri. Activities include workshops, meetings with legislators, March to the   
Capitol, exhibits and more. 
 
Our annual Springfield Council of PTAs Founders' Day Banquet was held on    
Thursday, February 18, at Central High School. This year's event was hosted by   
Hillcrest High School. Our theme was "Serving with Honor, Courage, and           
Commitment." Joy Robertson, Ozarks Live and a Hillcrest mom, was our emcee. In 
keeping with the theme, we had eight members of the U.S. Military in attendance. 
They  escorted attendees to their tables and stood while our volunteers of the year 
were  honored. Hillcrest High School Band played as attendees arrived. Hillcrest 
JROTC started the evening by Posting the Colors and leading the Pledge of            
Allegiance. The Orchestra played during dinner. Choir and Drama provided the     
entertainment portion of the evening. SPS Nutrition Services provided a delicious, all
-American dinner including BBQ brisket, pork and chicken, potato salad, baked 
beans, cornbread, apple pie, and strawberry shortcake. 
 
The main purpose of the Founders' Day Banquet is to celebrate our PTA/PTSA     
volunteers, past and present. We had 29 schools represented and a total of 27        
Volunteers of the Year. The volunteers' names, photos, and a quote by each            
explaining why they choose to serve was presented in a video presentation which was 
displayed throughout the evening. Each volunteer was awarded a certificate by       
Dr. Jungmann and given an 8MB PTA flash drive as a gift. We also presented a red 
rose to each of our eight past council presidents in attendance. Two of our volunteers 
were recipients of the MOPTA Distinguished Service Award. Flo Graham, our   
council 4th Grade Play chair, has organized a trip to a play for all of our SPS fourth 

graders for the past eleven years. Aaron Mrad has been our council Reflections' 
chair for the past two years encouraging creativity in our schools. Congratulations 
and thank you to all our volunteers! 
 
Next year our Founders' Day Banquet will be held at and hosted by Glendale High 
School. I am challenging each of our 46 PTA/PTSA units to be represented at the 
banquet and to select a volunteer of the year to be honored. It's an event that is well 
worth your time. 
 
 

 PTA Mission: 

 The overall purpose of PTA is to be 

 A powerful voice for all children 

 A relevant resource for families and communities, 
 and  

 A strong advocate for the education and well-being 
 of every child. 
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Account 1/1/2016 1/31/2016 

CARE Fund 208.33 208.34 

Clothing Bank 4,493.75 11,461.60 

General Checking 78,106.66 69,985.92 

Gertrude McBride Fund 3,969.70 3,969.90 

Scholarship Checking 1,514.33 1,538.61 

Total Unrestricted Funds 88,292.77 87,164.37 

Scholarship CD (Restricted) 47,476.00 47,476.00 

 

Total Funds $135,768.77 $134,640.37 

Treasurer’s Report 

Tips for Treasurers 
March is the month to select your officers for the next school year. Be sure 

your new or current Treasurer attends the School of Information training 

and get help organizing all documents you will need to be a Unit in Good 

Standing. Remember this status allows your Unit to be eligible for SCPTA 

Detailed financial records are available on-line at http://www.nonprofitcentral.biz.  Use SCPTA 
as the username and password. 

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT 
 

Gertrude McBride Fund:  Springfield Council of PTAs awarded 5 high schools and 5 middle schools 
$200 each from the Gertrude McBride Fund.  This fund was established in 1921 to honor Gertrude McBride, 
an educator, school board President, and a founding member of our local PTA. These fund are designated to 
provide assistance to students in need. 
 

Central HS  Kickapoo HS  Pipkin MS   

Glendale HS  Parkview HS  Pleasant View MS 

Hillcrest HS  Cherokee MS  Wilson’s Creek 

  

CARE Fund:  12 elementary schools were awarded $100 each to recognize outstanding student          
behavior, attendance, and academic achievement.  This fund was established in 2004 to honor Charlie Nickel, 
a longtime Springfield educator and PTA supporter. 
 

Bingham Delaware Pershing  Sherwood     

Bissett  Disney  Pleasant View  Watkins 

Boyd  Harrison Rountree  Wilder 

   

Congratulations to these schools for applying for these funds and to their PTA units for being a “unit in good 
standing” with Missouri PTA.. 
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ARE YOUR BYLAWS UP-TO-DATE? 
 

If your bylaws are due in within the next year, go ahead and start planning now! What exactly does that mean?  Here is an 
overview of how to review your bylaws provided by Missouri PTA. For more information, visit MOPTA.org or contact 
Michele Boswell at micheleboswell@mac.com 

 

PROCEDURES FOR BYLAWS REVIEW 

Bylaws must be renewed every three years. Your bylaws due date is three years from your last approval date, stamped on the 
last page of text of your current bylaws. Missouri PTA will send a reminder letter to the unit president about four months 
ahead of the due date. A bylaws disk will be included with the letter, as well as ordering information for replacement bylaws. 
Units with expired bylaws will not be eligible for Reflections, Membership Awards, Parent Involvement Awards, Unit/
Council Awards, etc.  

Form a bylaws committee. The Bylaws Chairman may already be the duty of an officer, or may be appointed by the board. 
The committee should be formed in time to allow for committee meetings, and if amendments are needed, time for due    
notice and general membership approval at a regular meeting.  

Compare the unit bylaws with the most current Suggested Bylaws for Units/Councils. The current bylaws should be on file 
with your PTA secretary or bylaws chairman; or a replacement copy can be ordered from Missouri PTA. The Suggested    
Bylaws for Units/ Councils are available from Missouri PTA via email and on disk.  

Automatic amendments are those amendments that were approved by the convention body and are required portions of the 
bylaws indicated with a number symbol (#) in the Suggested Bylaws. Carefully compare with your bylaws for accuracy. 
These sections must be verbatim, including any # symbols. These amendments are automatic and do not require any action 
by the general membership other than to inform the general membership that these updates have been included. It is         
necessary to include these amendments into your bylaws, but NOT necessary to submit them to the state as an amendment.  

Amendments. Much of the content of the Suggested Bylaws does not carry symbols (#) and these sections are not required, 
but are merely suggested. Any changes that you make to your current bylaws in these areas are amendments and will require 
a vote of the general membership, even if you follow the Suggested Bylaws wording. Approval by the general membership 
should be as prescribed in your bylaws, including previous notice and a vote at a regular meeting. (See Bylaws Amendments 
in this section.)  

The final draft will be a new document that should be prepared and proofread carefully. Once prepared, and voted on by the 
general membership if necessary, the bylaws must be sent in for state approval.  

Email one electronic copy of the bylaws with the Bylaws Cover, with the documents attached as Word Documents (.doc), to      
office@mopta.org 
Or mail two hard copies of the bylaws with the Bylaws Cover Form to:  

Missouri PTA, 2101 Burlington St, Columbia, MO 65202 

Approval of your bylaws will be made by the State Procedure and Bylaws Chairman. Once approved, you will receive a copy 
back with the official stamp and a new approval date. This approved copy should be kept by the secretary and copies        
distributed to the officers and chairmen of the board and to interested members. 

    

PTA NAME  DUE DATE    PTA NAME  DUE DATE  

Boyd    11/24/2016    Mark Twain  12/27/2015 

Cherokee MS  11/24/2016    Pipkin MS  11/24/2016 

Hickory Hills Elem. 5/1/2016    Pleasant View MS 12/21/2015 

Hickory Hills MS 08/26/2016    Portland  1/31/2016 

Horace Mann   01/29/2016    Reed Academy  11/1/2016 

Jeffries   07/23/2016    Walt Disney  6/17/2016 

Pershing Elem.  07/14/2016    York    3/25/2016 

Kickapoo  02/13/2016     

     

Springfield Council of PTAs - Units with Bylaws due in 2016 

mailto:micheleboswell@mac.com
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Council General Meeting 
minutes are approved by the 
Executive Committee as   
directed in the bylaws.  
Minutes are available online 
at http://scptamo.com/
category/meetings/. 

M ARCH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You to All the Schools Participating in the Major Saver Fundraiser! 

 Bissett   Jeffries  Portland   Twain   
 Disney   Pershing  Wanda Gray   Pershing MS 
 Horace Mann  Pittman  Wilson’s Creek  Pipkin MS 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

SCPTA School of Information 
will be held Friday, April 29, at  

Wilson's Creek from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. Watch for more     

details in April newsletter. 

 
We inspire children to read!   
 
 

You can help us do that! Our upcoming 
fundraiser will be a Paddle Party on 
Friday, March 18, at the  Teamsters 

Hall, 1850 E. Division, beginning at 6:30 p.m. A variety of    
vendors will bring 2 items each, $25 minimum value, for our 
guests to bid on. Most vendors will have cash and carry items to 
sell that evening,  also. Participating vendors may include:   
Tastefully Simple, Avon, Damsels in Distress, Jamberry Nails, 
Pampered Chef, Scentsy, Thirty One Gifts, and many more. We 
will also have a variety of outside donations to auction throughout the evening, such as fitness classes, jewelry,          
Askinosie chocolates, homemade dolls, a quilt, a purse, and much more. This party is a cross between Bingo, 
an auction, and a home party. 
 
With your paid admission of $15, you will receive 3 bidding paddles, snacks, and fun! You can purchase extra 
paddles for $1 each. You will also want to bring at least one roll of quarters for bidding. When an item is up 
for bid, you can bid a quarter on each paddle. If you have bid on the item and your paddle number is 
drawn...YOU WIN!!! 
Come join us for an evening of Fun and help support RIF! 
Quarters In...Paddles Up 
 
RIF Reminders: Poster contest deadline is Friday, March 4th. Coordinators, you may send poster to 
RIF via school mail or drop off at National Audio, 309 E. Water. Next sorting date is Tuesday, April 
19th, and third distribution is Wednesday, April 20th. 

http://scptamo.com/category/meetings/
http://scptamo.com/category/meetings/


 

Missouri PTA Convention FAQ’s 
 
Who should attend convention? 
Any officer or potential PTA leader interested in developing 
their leadership skills. We have nationally recognized speakers 
on a variety of topics.  For all workshop descriptions, please 
see this link:  
http://mopta.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2016-Call-To-
Convention-Workshop-Descriptions.pdf 
 
What are the dates of the conference? 
The 100th Annual Convention of Missouri PTA will be held 
Friday, April 22 to Sunday, April 24, 2016,    Stoney Creek Hotel and Conference Center  
2601 S. Providence Rd., Columbia, MO 65203. 
 
What expenses will my unit cover for delegates to attend the Missouri PTA convention? 
Each unit should budget an amount for convention attendees and decide who will attend to represent their  
unit.  This is a legitimate use of PTA/PTSA funds for leadership training and development.  Your PTA/PTSA 
will benefit from having trained leaders.  We recommend that each PTA budget for the cost of registration, 
hotel and travel expenses.  Because most meals are included in the cost of the registration, an additional per 
diem expense may not be necessary.  Adult Registrations are $180.  Student Registrations are $180 (BOGO).     
Registration deadline is April 1, 2016.  Room rates are $105 plus applicable local taxes and hotel fees.  
Please make your hotel reservations early and directly with the hotel by calling 800.659.2220.  Let them 
know you are part of Missouri PTA and request our group rate (before April 1).  MOPTA uses a     
mileage reimbursement of $.35 per mile.  
 
What meals are included in the Convention Registration Fee? 

A complimentary hot/cold breakfast buffet is available daily at the hotel.  Saturday lunch and dinner, plus  
Sunday lunch are included in the registration fee.   
 

Can I register for the Convention onsite? 

We are unable to accommodate onsite registrations because all meals are included in the cost of convention.  
We are required to let the hotel know our numbers for meal counts prior to the week of convention.   
 

Can I register for the convention for one day? 

No.  Because our fixed cost for the hotel is based on the number of room stays at the hotel and a food and   
beverage minimum, we are unable to accommodate one day registrations.  
 

In the event of an emergency, am I able to cancel my registration? 

The deadline for registrations is firm.  After the deadline, we are not able to provide a refund for any reason 
because we have given the Hotel our meal counts.  After the deadline, Missouri PTA is responsible for the cost 
of all meals that we give a count for.  We recommend that each unit appoint an alternate convention delegate 
who will attend in the place of appointed delegates for such emergency instances.  
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Did You Know? 
 

Two seats on the Springfield Public Schools Board of Education are up for general election on April 5, 2016.  
March 8, 2016, is the last day to register to vote in the general election.  

You need to update your voter registration if you move. See the Greene County Clerk’s website for more   
information about voter registration, http://www.greenecountymo.org/county_clerk/voter.php.  

http://mopta.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2016-Call-To-Convention-Workshop-Descriptions.pdf
http://mopta.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/2016-Call-To-Convention-Workshop-Descriptions.pdf


 

                                                                                                                             

2016-17 Slate of PTA Council Officers 

 

Michele Boswell, VP of Organization and Development 
I am married and a mother of three boys: a 16-year-old at Glendale, an 12-year-old at Pershing Middle 
School, and a 6-year-old at Wilder Elementary.  I work for Collegiate Awards here in Springfield. I have 
served as the Field PTA president, and as the Sergeant-at-Arms, and Secretary for SCPTA. I am a graduate of 
Nixa High School, have a BA in Communications from Drury University, and a MA in English from the    
University of Missouri-Columbia. 
 

Mary Christiano, Secretary 
Mary Christiano has been involved in PTA since 1983.  Mary has served as Preschool PTA President and   
Preschool PTA Section President, Bingham PTA   chairman, Secretary, and President, Founding Middle 
School PTA at Hickory Hills officer and President, Glendale High School PTA officer and President,    
Springfield Council PTA Officer and President., Missouri PTA Regional Director, Convention Chair and State 
Treasurer.  Her four children are all graduated of SPS.  She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education and 
Masters in Humanities.  She taught in New York before moving to Springfield in 1978. 
 

Nicole Hopper, VP of Promotions  
I have been married for over twenty-two years. I am a very proud mother of four amazing children. My      
children are my inspiration every day. Being a parent of a child with a disability has given me a unique       
perspective on the challenges children with disabilities face, as well as the challenges their families face every 
day. My daughter is now an adult and very independent; I still serve as her advocate and will forever. I am 
honored to serve as the Hillcrest PTSA President. I love helping the schools in any way I can. I am not here for 
the fame, just hopefully to make a small difference. I hope to inspire others to get involved and provide      
support to their schools. My favorite movie line is “there’s nothing stronger than the heart of a volunteer”… 
Professionally, I am employed as an Adjunct Sociology Professor for a community college and own a small 
business. I have a Master’s degree in Sociology and a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology with a minor in     
Business Administration. 
 

Lori Nelson, VP of Programs 
Lori Nelson has served eight years in PTA at Hickory Hills. Duties and offices included Hospitality, Field Day 
and President twice. She has also served at Glendale for four years, Hospitality, Membership, Project       
Graduation and President. She is currently VP of Programs for SCPTA. She was Sergeant at Arms for council 
for 1-1/2 years. Lori and her husband, Mark, have one daughter, Madeline, a freshman at Drury. Lori has also 
served as Springfield Aquatics Swim Club President for six years, Kingsway Children’s Choir Director for 
eleven years, on the SPS Foundation Advisory Board for six years, and the Cents of Pride Committee for one 
year. She works part ime at The Thicket and as clothing consultant for Etcetera.  
 

Jennifer Penny, VP of Health and Public Service 
As Springfield natives, Jennifer and her husband, John, are proud graduates of Springfield Public Schools and 
consider Springfield one of the finest places to raise a family. Jennifer has grown up in a family of educators 
and has long appreciated their examples in her life. She is a graduate of the University of Kansas with degrees 
in News Editorial and Public Relations. Jennifer became involved in PTA when her son, now 16, first entered 
elementary school. She was privileged to serve as PTSA president at Pershing Middle School and will be 
Glendale High School’s PTSA president next year. She has thoroughly enjoyed serving alongside Patty Dunn 
at the PTA Clothing Bank and looks forward to another great year in the position. Jennifer is also active in 
Great Circle Boys & Girls Town and her church and loves teaching Sunday school to her first grade class, 
whom she has taught since they were three years old.  

           Continued on page 10 
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2016-16 Slate of PTA Council Officers 

 

Becky Volz, Treasurer 
Becky Volz has been active in PTSA in Springfield for the past eight years with grandchildren attending ten of 
SPS schools and is a proud alum of HHS. She has served on the School Crossing Protection Committee for 
SCPTA for the last three years and served as Treasurer of the Council this past school year. She is also a board 
member of her Neighborhood Association and manages a non-profit publishing ministry. She has many       
interests in the community especially when it comes to children. Career paths have also been interesting with 
being a partner in a record company and touring production company as well as a talent agent for models and 
actors. Life has so much to offer! 
 

Carrie Windes, President 
West Plains is my hometown. I graduated from C of O with a Graphic Arts degree. I met my husband, Rick, 
while working in the art department at Bass Pro. I have been an active member of PTA for many years. At 
Hickory Hills I served as PTA secretary and PTSA president. I am currently producing the PTA newsletter at 
Glendale. I am serving my first year as Council president. I have also served two years for RIF and two years 
as VP of Promotions for Council. I still serve on the RIF board. Rick and I have two daughters, Kelli, a senior 
at SBU, and Kayla, a senior at Glendale. I am a freelance graphic artist and am very active in my church, 
South Haven.  
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Librarian of the Year Nominations Open 
 

The Linda Luke Librarian of the Year is an award established by the family and 
friends of Linda Luke,  following her death in 1997.  The award is designed to 
recognize librarians who are carrying out Linda’s legacy of dedication and  
commitment to excellence.  The award includes a $1,000 prize to the librarian      
chosen. 
 

All nominees must be school-level librarians.  Previous recipients are eligible to 
receive the award again.  Teachers, principals, peers, parents, students, PTA 
members, business partners and community members may submit nominations.   
Nominate your candidate here:  http://www.supportsps.org/images/Linda_Luke_Nomination.pdf 

 

Nomination Rules & Guidelines: 

1. Complete the information listed online 

2. Save the document and mail the completed form to nmordock@spsmail.org 

3. Nominee must be a school librarian in Springfield Public Schools 

4. Please make sure your nominee meets the following characteristics 

 Initiative to orchestrate an innovated project at the building level 

 Support for the teaching and learning process by providing a library climate that encourages  
 students and teachers to maximize available resources and technology 

 An attitude that emanates caring and concern 

 A deep commitment for his/her work 



 

                                                                                                                             

CLOTHING BANK 
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Well, we can hardly believe spring is just around the corner! With help from 
all our dedicated volunteers, we have been getting all the spring and summer 
clothing donations out of storage and onto hangers. We’re going to work a 
day over spring break and start to change the floor from winter to spring 
clothing!  

 

We are continuing to see a record number of shoppers at the Clothing Bank. 
We expect things will pick up even more after spring break, as most of our 
shoppers will come in for their third and final visit of the year. So, we are 
very, very thankful that we also have a record number of volunteers who   
consistently work alongside us and that we have a donation bin that is        
ALWAYS overflowing! We also want to say a HUGE THANK YOU to all 
the schools who are participating in the Major Saver spring fundraiser for SCPTA. A great amount of the 

money you all raise goes right to the Clothing Bank to buy socks and 
underwear among other things. 

 

We are open one more Saturday this school year and that will be 
April 2, from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. We are also planning to open later 
that afternoon to serve our ELL students and their families. This is a 
very special time for these families. We would love it if any of you 
could donate a couple of hours of your time that afternoon to help 
these families get everything they need from the Clothing Bank.  

 

We would also ask for your help to get the word out that we have 
LOTS of beautiful gowns and dresses for PROM! We have shoes, 
purses and jewelry and would love to play fairy godmother to any of 
our high school shoppers who might need a dress. We also have 
dress shirts, suits and sports coats for our young men. We just need 
to continue to let them know that they have a place to turn for such a 
special occasion.  

 

The last day we will be open this school year is Thursday, April 28th. 
Otherwise, we will be open every Thursday - except spring break—

and welcome volunteers on those days anytime from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. We would love it if you would LIKE 
US on Facebook at The PTA Clothing Bank so you can keep up with all the latest news.  

 

Thank you so much for making the Clothing Bank so     
successful! We are ever grateful for the people who help us 
help others! We could never do this without all of you!! 

Patty Dunn & Jennifer Penny 



 

                                                                                                                             

2016 SCPTA Volunteers of the Year 
         And why they serve… 

Tammy Walton, Bissett Elementary 

“I genuinely enjoy helping the teachers, reading to the students, and getting to know them. I believe your kids 
will do well in life when they see you taking an active role in their school.” 

Tracy Rinehimer, Carver Middle School 

“I serve to make a difference, build lasting relationships, grow spiritually and intellectually. My favorite quote 
is, ‘A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new,’ - Albert Einstein.” 

Marie Wood, Central High School 

“I volunteer to give back to my community. Volunteering is the ultimate payback to those who helped me on 
my road to success.” 

Anne Burdick, Cherokee Middle School 

“We choose where we live, where our kids go to school, where we worship, etc. Once that choice is made, it is 
our duty, as well as our privilege, to serve those communities to the best of our abilities.” 

Jennifer Shotwell, Delaware Elementary 

“I serve because I know I can make a difference.” 

Michelle Boehme, Walt Disney Elementary 

“As an only child, I would dream of having a large family. Disney Elementary is a ‘family’ I love to support 
and help serve in any capacity.” 

Danny Hawkins, Field Elementary 

“Field is a community of students, teachers, and parents. My wife is a teacher here, and my son is a student 
here. I volunteer to give back to the community.” 

Jennifer Penny, Glendale High School 

“I serve because Jesus walked on this earth not to be served, but to serve; because of the example set by my 
parents; and because it is a humble privilege to do so.” 

Mandy Mitchell, Wanda Gray Elementary 

“I serve because I wholeheartedly believe we should all do our part to lift up our children and the schools in 
which they learn. My favorite quote is, ‘No one can do everything, but everyone can do something.’” 

Julie Baker, Greenwood Laboratory School 

“Volunteering with the Clothing Bank is rewarding because it allow me to help those in our community who 
are least able to help themselves.” 

Veronica Tomanek, David Harrison Elementary 

“I volunteer because I enjoy helping the amazing teachers at David Harrison, and I’d like to be around to see 
what these wonderful children will become. They are our future.” 

Michele Douglas, Hickory Hills Elementary 

“I serve at our school because I want to help make our children’s experience at Hickory Hills the most      
memorable it can be.” 

Becky Volz, Hillcrest High School 

“I serve for the JOY it brings to my heart. And..they made me do it!” 

Eddie Flores, Jar rett Middle School 

“I believe children benefit the most from school when parents are involved.” 

Heather Baker, Jeffries Elementary 

“I serve to build relationships and to support the teachers, staff and students in my school community.” 

           Continued on page 13 
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2016 SCPTA Volunteers of the Year 
         And why they serve… 
 

Florene McIntire, Kickapoo High School 

“I copy for the teachers so hopefully I can lighten their work load a little, and they can have more time for the 
students. I love doing my little part. Everyone is so nice and grateful for the help.” 

Sarah John, McBride Elementary 

“Volunteering offers a fun and rewarding way to connect with the McBride staff, students, and other parents. It 
is an opportunity to learn about important decisions and changes the school is making.” 

Vanessa Scudder, Pershing Elementary 

“I serve the PTA because my children enjoy seeing me volunteer at their school. I hope that my  

involvement helps demonstrate to them the importance of education and serving the community.” 

Christie Browne, Pershing Middle School 

“I serve because I cherish the faithful teachers and administrators who pour into my children every day. My 
hope is to support them and our wonderful students in whatever way I can.” 

Leslie Frerking, Robberson Elementary 

“I volunteer because the teachers need the help. I like knowing the people that are responsible for my girls 
while they’re at school, and I enjoy being there and helping out wherever I'm needed.” 

Tiffany Goulet, Robberson Elementary 

“I volunteer at Robberson because parent involvement is important to the staff and students as they grow 
throughout the years.” 

Libby Ecker, Sequiota Elementary 

“I volunteer to help where help is needed. I enjoy working with the other parents. My involvement shows our 
children the importance of school, and I often get to see their smiling faces in the halls.” 

Janna Wiseley, Sherwood Elementary 

“I serve with PTA because I want to be involved with my children’s education. I feel like that is one of the 
most important things I can do for my kids.” 

Kit Creemer, Sunshine Elementary 

“I first served to be involved in my daughter’s school life. However, volunteering has not only helped the lives 
of my four kids; it has reached to other precious children and led to much joy in my life.” 

Kelly Burton, Laura Ingalls Wilder Elementary 

“I serve to make our great school even greater and to ensure that no child misses out on any opportunity.” 

Cheryl Kepes, Wilson’s Creek 5-6 

“I choose to serve in a way that expresses honor and gratitude to teachers and staff who dedicate their lives to 
nurturing, educating and uplifting children. It brings me joy to serve our educators.” 

Lori Grady, York Elementary 

“I volunteer because it is fun to help people, and I enjoy it. It is also nice to see how much the staff and      
children appreciate the different things that are done for them.” 
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