	
What does an advocate look like?

We all have various levels of understanding when it comes to advocacy—everything from novice to expert.   Before you go any further, clear your mind of any pre-conceived, complicated ideas you may have about advocacy.
   
Just start with this question: who do you know that is an effective advocate?

The most effective advocates many of us know are ________________!

Why are _________________________effective advocates? Because they
• 

are not afraid to ask for what they want.
• 

are persistent.
• 

are able to appeal to your emotional side.
• 

give you a variety of options to negotiate.
• 

will try to make it seem as if it was your idea all along!
     
Therefore, all of us know how to be advocates— we have been doing it throughout our lives!

Examples of PTA Advocacy in Action

PTA had a voice in government even before its (predominantly female) members could vote.   The National Congress of Mothers was a leading voice in lobbying for child health and safety issues. Their efforts were instrumental in establishment of


	• 

	the Children’s Bureau of the U.S. Public Health Service

	• 

	the passage of the 1906 Food and Drug Act, which revolutionized our nation’s food industry, and 

	• 

	the enforcement of child labor laws.


	


	
Some of PTA’s most significant gains in legislation as a result of lobbying and advocacy involve child labor laws, public health services, school meals programs, the juvenile justice system, mandatory immunizations, and child vehicle safety seats, among others. 


	


	


	Consider adding a legislation chair to your board this year. It’s never too late to appoint a valuable new member to your board; chairs do not have to be elected. Just pick someone who likes to stay up-to-date on current events and is passionate about helping children.


From the National PTA E-Learning Course Effective Advocacy for Your Child   http://www.pta.org/e_learning.asp
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Be An Advocate
What is advocacy?

PTA® defines advocacy as supporting and speaking up for children—in schools, in communities, and before legislative bodies and other organizations that make decisions affecting children.

What an advocate does
A child advocate works with policy makers (at the federal, state, and local levels) to ensure sound policies that promote the health and well-being of all children.

How to advocate

Ways for PTA leaders and members to influence policy:

· Join PTA Takes Action Network to keep up on federal policies and respond to Congressional action alerts http://www.pta.org/take_action.asp
· Join Missouri PTA Legislative Network to keep up on state policies and respond to state legislative action alerts http://www.mopta.org (LEGISLATION tab)
· Educate members of Congress and their staff on PTA's federal public policy priorities
· Educate state decision makers and their staff on Missouri PTA Resolutions and Position Statements
· Serve on school boards or attend board meetings

· Work with schools to develop parent involvement policies

· Attend a school district meeting about healthy lunch choices or budget cuts

· Work with education officials to implement PTA's National Standards for Family-School     Partnerships

· Write a letter to the editor about the importance of parent involvement in children's education
· Write articles of information about PTA legislative issues for your PTA newsletter

· Attend federal policy workshops at National PTA Convention or National PTA Legislative Conference 
· Attend Advocacy and Legislation workshops at Missouri PTA Convention, Leadership Conference, Regional Conference or School of Information 

· Attend Resolution Briefing at Missouri PTA Convention

· Attend a Missouri PTA Legislative forum in your area (or contact Missouri PTA about hosting a legislative forum in your area)

· Host an elected official at your school

· Work on a committee within your PTA to develop a resolution to be submitted to Missouri PTA Convention delegates

· Distribute National PTA, Missouri PTA and local school district information to your members and discuss policy issues at your PTA meetings
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Advocacy Resources Available on the Worldwide Web and From Missouri PTA 
· National PTA Takes Action Network: http://www.pta.org/take_action.asp
·  PTA Takes Action: Federal Policy Update

· PTA Public Policy Agenda 
·  PTA Takes Action Alerts
· PTA Resolutions and Positions

· Advocacy 101

· Advocacy Toolkit

· Advocacy Guidelines

· Advocacy Resources (PTA Policy Issue Cards; Targeting Decision Makers; Tips for Effective Advocacy; Coalitions)
· National Legislative Conference: PTA.org/national_legislative_conference.asp
· National PTA E-Learning:  http://www.pta.org/e_learning.asp ELearning-Effective Advocacy for Your Child- This course that will guide you in taking action on issues that affect your child and school community (username and password are on the back of your current PTA membership card).
· Federal Legislative Bills: http://thomas.loc.gov
· US Department of Education:  http://www.ed.gov
· Government Guides and Information Pamphlets:  http://www.gpo.gov
· Missouri General Assembly:  www.moga.mo.gov
· Missouri PTA Legislation tab:  www.mopta.org
· Missouri PTA Toolkit-summer mailing
· Missouri PTA Legislative Handbook-winter mailing
From the 2009 National PTA Legislative Conference with additional state information added by Donna Petiford, Missouri PTA, President-Elect.  
